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Civil Society and Sovereign State

OKAMOTO, Masahiro

Clarifying the relation between the concept of civil society and the concept
of “nation”, that is, of course, complex and confused, has definite importance
for the development of the civil society theories. For this, it is necessary to
discuss the “nation” separately with each of three layers such as ethnicity,
state, and the people, all of which can be expressed as “nation”.

In this essay we pick up the relation of “civil society” with “nation” in the
meaning of the state, or the sovereign state.

First, we take up the famous theory of the modern state as the legitimate
monopolizer of violence. This theory is quite persuasive, but what is the
point is that civil society had not been given peace by the state as something
given by the superior or established entity. Civil society has established it-
self as the violence-free area, firstly, by militia wearing with arms and fight-
ing against despotic kings and, secondly, by the body of people who permit
the state her monopoly of arms, even though in the US this monopoly has not
finished yet. As Hanna Arendt noted, people had to create the power first,
and then the legitimate violence and its concentration had come.

From this hypothesis, we can acquire some suggestions to understand our
current situation under which the global civil society is emerging without any
established and legitimate monopoly of violence, which will be possible with
the global legitimate government. The global civil society is often criticized
utopian and unrealistic, because without legitimate government there cannot
be conceived of any global civil society. However, we can take into account
the possibility we have examined, which means the strong global civil society
may go forward before emergence of the global state.

Civil society is guarded by state. However it is also guarding and making
state. It is sometimes argued that only the first sentence is true. As we have
discussed, the second sentence is also crucially important in the course of
the making of the modern civil societies, even in the course of the making of
the global civil society.
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