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The Voice-Over of Japanese Films during the Talkies Transition Period
—Evaluating Synchronicity and Asynchronicity around 1930—
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Around the year 1930, the word déjisei [synchronicity, simultaneity] emerged as a fundamental
principle that governed Japanese film's transition to the talkies. The term refers to the process of
matching sound with image throughout the film. The task of maintaining dojisei within the two
sound-recording systems for film (sound-on-film and sound-on-disk) and the methods of sound
recording (simultaneous recording, after-recording, pre-scoring, and dubbing) provided a constant
problem for filmmakers. The technology of talkies took a long time to be realized. As a result, the
talkie, which was introduced in 1929, did not cohere as a fully established form until 1935. Due to this
unusual length, the Talkies in Transition Period (¢0k7 ikoki) which lasted from 1929 to 1935 fostered a
unique film culture in Japan. Within this cultural climate, with the concept of dojisei governing the
norm, some voices began to propose the idea of hiddjisei [asynchronicity, non-simultaneity] which
refers to the free use of the interplay between sound and image. One of the sites where the principles of
hidojisei were ironed out was the technique of voice-over. Voice-over, the most widely-used technique
of hidojisei, was seen during the Talkies in Transition Period as a polished technique that could exploit

the limitless possibility of voice and image.
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