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25 years have passed since I wrote Five
Patients. When I reread the book recently,
I was struck by how much in medicine has
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R4 FUIT—UVOEERREICLDIFERER
Hospitals
1980 1985 1990 1993
General hospitals
Hospitals 116 102 90 84
Number of beds 32,269 28,332 25,474 23,976
Inhabitants per bed 159 181 202 216
Discharges 1 (1,000s) 916 996 1,073 1,125
Out-patient examinations (1,000s) 3,295 3,534 3,793 4,421
Hospital staff 2 78,371 74,804 74,829 76,652
Psychiatric hospitals
Hospitals 16 17 16 14
Number of beds 9,352 7,644 3,630 2,487
Inhabitants per bed 548 669 1,415 2,083
Discharges 1 (1,000s) 23 23 18 15
Out-patient examinations (1,000s) 89 85 121 133
Hospital staff 2 10,717 9,559 7,546 5,896

Note : Figures for 1980 are compiled on 31 March, for 1985, 90 and 93 on 31 December.

Health personnel outside hospitals

1980 1985 1990 1993

General practitioners 2,876 3,220 3,514 —
Inhabitants per

General practitioner 1,781 1,587 1,461 —
Practicing medical specialists 1 683 803 840 -
Dentists with own practice 2,321 2,506 2,648 2,628
Midwives 751 915 - 1,031
Visiting nurses 847 995 1,101 1,157
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Evolution and Conservatism of Medicine
Toshiyuki Furukawa*, M. D., D. Med. Sci.

Abstract

As M. Crichton wrote, medicine has evolutionary advanced but its essentials
has not changed in recent years. Future medicine must clarify aims and goals. The
key words of future medicine as science should be brain research, embryo research
and medical informatics, and as technology medical engineering, gene engineering
and computer. These key words are considered to be common in the advanced
societies. At the same time, the cost benefit analysis of medicine itself is becoming

an unavoidable matter. The duties of medical professionals are increasing.

Key Words : Medical science, Medical technology, Cost-benefit, Morality,
Foresight
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