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Effects and Issues of Public Participation in the Process of Comprehensive Planning: Potentials of Direct Public
Participation through Random Selection

75 BB AEORGBIORE JTO TR ICERSIKEZRIT. FRO-—IPE
R REZFEICRRT DR DMEHDVEFRIE LTS, KT, 72T — NEOER
NIESINFELITTHEL, RETOTRICEESIL. BERVREEZTRICEREE
RUCEEICRREED CEDTEDHE. IO EERUSIIKEZRIT DN

BA TS, COXRDPIREZITORHERIE. (ERIFRBICEIDEDOSNTEAL
[CRDTHMESNDDDHED Dfc. UL U, MFIFEEAHHICK O TSMNEZ
BHIHIET, HEMEHRUTRD DIELERE U, (EROFEELER U TR
xM. FYEOEVERPREZFEOFAZEATIADESNEFLHTND,

COURFEORKAELT [T5—-XVIRY U] & [FmittimaAa] O
BIFSND. TS5—RXVIRY T UIFRIERHEICKDBESNCERD. THD SOTHFIBHRIEHZR(T
JESATREREBREIICERZTV. BEREBCERERZRNDEWVWSTATHD . —H D5 mE I RHERE.
FEEAREICKDBHSNCERIGHERZE U CHOFBERPEFIROER. AEHEDERSFZRERI KR
RHEL. TORBRICKDARSNCHBAEGRZFOENTETDEVNDIFAEATH D,

S FULVAH] ANOEREDEF D P, BUWVMEICRDOREIC S B I MEROBEREERIEOLAELE.
BoWENDHRERRERMRIT DV AT LAE UV TCDOREIDREEULDERSFZERE LT, BEREIEERSIC
ROMDEHEROD—BERLLD, EX EHEDESEEZAS5ND.

St

B3NSI0 IUSexeL

5

Active efforts have been made to create opportunities for public participation in the process of making comprehensive plans at local
government level so that the needs and opinions of the people are reflected in the plans. Notably, in addition to indirect participation
through questionnaires and other methods, there have been increased opportunities for direct participation—opportunities for people
to directly participate in a planning process, present their opinions or proposals to local government, and have them reflected in the
plans. Traditionally, however, committees that make such proposals have often been composed of people gathered through open
application processes. In contrast, cases began to emerge in recent years where participants are selected randomly such that the
composition of a selected group is comparable to that of the population and, compared to the traditional approach, local government
can obtain highly representative, unbiased opinions or proposals.

Planungszelle (the German term for “planning cells”) and debate-based opinion polls are the major approaches to such public
participation. Planungszelle refers to a method in which people who are randomly selected receive sufficient information from local
government, discuss issues by themselves, and reach consensus in a short period of time. In the debate-based opinion poll, people
who are randomly selected have opportunities to gain sufficient information and listen to each other's opinions as well as those of
experts through debates and, based on these experiences, offer their opinions in a poll.

Against the backdrop of heightened public awareness of New Public, an increased need for focused policy selection due to long-
lasting severe fiscal circumstances together with progress in the assessment of the role of a system that reflects public opinions
and anticipations for legislative reforms, efforts associated with direct public participation are considered to become more important,
prevalent, and invigorated.
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