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Yebisu Garden Place

e, RRERHAEEX=H~%5XELH Location,”Mita Meguro-ku ~ Ebisu Shibuya-ku, Tokyo
BEE HyROE—LEREH Owner,”Sapporo Breweries Ltd.
RETE MASKHAKEEET Architect,”Kume Sekkei Co.,Ltd.
MIE KBRS Contractors /Taisei Corporation
HaEEKASH Tokyu Construction Co,.Ltd.
KA I HE Arai-Gumi, Ltd.
MASHBEARER Aoki Corporation
AFERHASH Penta-Ocean Construction Co.,Ltd.

‘Tekken Corporation
Dai Nippon Construction
Chizaki Kogyo Co.,Ltd.
Ohki Corporation
Matsui Construction Co.,Ltd.
Completion Date ~Aug. 1994
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Slope to the Center Plaza

Entrance building.
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Headquarters of Sapporo Beer Company.
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Niban-kan of the Yebisu Garden Place Tower. Stream along the Chateau Plaza. Pond in front of the Headquarters.
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right : Garden Place Tower and Chateau Resaturant (forward).
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Lobby of the Westin Hotel Tokyo.

Yo b=LR b5 Y DT 1 ——b '
Tea Room of the Chateau Restaurant.
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Entrance hall of the Garden Place Tower.
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Located on the inner side of the Tokyo Yamanote railway circle,
at Ebisu Staion, the site of this multifunctional redevelopment
complex was formerly occupied by a Sapporo Beer Co. brewing
plant. The new compound is made up of the Yebisu Garden
Place Tower; Garden Hall (with a membership sports club in
the basement), Beer Station and the entrance building, the
Tokyo Museum of Photography, a commercial block, the
Yebisu Garden Terrace Niban Kan (with 2 movie theaters), the
Chateau Restaurant, home office of the Sapporo Beer Co. (with
memorial facilities plus the Yebisu Beer Memorial Hall), the
Westin Hotel Tokyo, and the Yebisu Garden Terrace. The large
sizes of the component buildings makes this project as much city
construction as architectural construction. From start to finish,
it required only a brief 3 years.

Each building has a distinctive contemporary form suited to
its function. One of the major themes of the project was ensuring
such distinctive individuality within overall harmony. This is
achieved by dividing the total site in half by means of a wide (15
meters) thoroughfare while establishing close overall intercon-
nection on underground levels. The most outstanding design
achievement of the project is the creation, through integration,
of a multilevel urban zone with above-ground urban spaces.

The semi-underground Center Plaza, located in the middle
of the district, serves both as the focal point binding the whole
group together and as a popular gathering place. For the sake
of establishing distinctive moods, planting is varied from street
to street. Seasonal changes in foliage generate both interest and
a sense of familiarity.

The redevelopment project takes less than full account of the
historic nature of the site as the home of a large brewing plant.
Still, an observant eye spies out casually positioned indications
of the past, like a statue of Kyohei Magoshi, founder of the
Sapporo Beer Co,; a memorial plaque; and the top section of
the old brewery smoke stack. Since the name of the beer
company gave this part of town its name — Ebisu is a spelling
variant of Yebisu—it would have been good to make more
positive use of the past. Instead of looking backward, however,
the basic plan policy was to create all necessary elements for a
project that locks forward to the future.

Extraordinary design talents were needed to preserve total
coherence while endowing each part with a distinctive
personality of its own. Equally as outstanding were the
management abilities that enabled a large number of construc-
tion companies to work in cooperation.

Rarely does a site as large as this one become available in the
heart of Tokyo. This complex is to be lauded for taking advan-
tage of such an unusual opportunity to produce an appealing
architectural complex.
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