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Seiro Middle School

FrfEH,/ $R R AL TR EREEEEH] A F3& 8 366 Hith 1 Location / Kitakanbara-gun, Niigata Prefecture
{EEEE /EREERT Owner / Seiro-cho
EtE /BIUERIEEMIAN Architect / Hisao Kohyama Atelier
BIE/ FHERGASH Contractors / Toda Corporation
HRBAESIMASH Shibata Construction Co., Ltd.
MRSt RHME Ishii Corporation
BIREMASH Soneken Corporation
HRAStt AR Iwamura-Gumi Corporation
HXEtt ABIFEE Marusho Komuten Co., Ltd.
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Room for arts.
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EHEE  Room for music.

e
1| 1o T

[ ]

" 5 oo | o = B
| 5] T 8%V~ > | o mos " if]
""QIE o @ @ﬁaﬂ;w]}éﬁ&&ii* mﬁw{”*% ”*E@r_

2fEFE

e——
- ima-w;]ﬁ P
= £

BEY-»

1fEFE #R1/1,600

BCS Prize-winning Work
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Seiro, Niigata Prefecture, is a town with a population of approximately
14,000, created in 1955 through the merger of two villages. On one side,
it faces the Sea of Japan and has a port, Niigata Higashi Harbor. On the
other side, it faces the Echigo Plains. The town has flourishing fishing
and farming industries. For many years, local residents had hoped to
consolidate the two middle schools in the former villages and construct
new school facilities as well as a facility to promote intercommunication
in the district. The project was finally realized through the efforts of the
entire community, including the mayor, private citizens and teachers.
The town had as its avowed objective the creation of "the liveliest middle
school in Japan." The architect and experts in education and educational
facilities increased public interest in, and understanding of, the problems
involved through hearings, visits to the existing schools, and meetings of
the construction and study committees. Those concerned held repeated
discussions on detailed proposals and worked with great patience and
sincerity to realize the project.

The chosen site was a place in the countryside halfway between the
two former villages. It was decided to keep the building to two stories
so that it would be in harmony with its environment. The first floor is
a reinforced concrete structure that endows the building with a stable
appearance; the second floor is made of wood assemblies with a large
cross-section. The roof is gently sloped. Penthouses, voids and courtyards
have been created for the sake of daylighting and ventilation, to counter
the heat caused by foehns in summer and bad weather in winter. The
voids are effective in making the spaces on the first and second floors more
continuous and open, and the projecting watchtowers and penthouses,
which create visual accents on the exterior, are a distinctive feature of
the landscape. The two courtyards, which are just the right size, endow
the entire spatial organization with a gently centripetal character and a
pleasant sense of order.

This is the first middle school in Niigata Prefecture to adopt the
"subject-center” method. Each subject is taught in its own distinctive
special classroom, and these classrooms are layered and permit views
into each other's spaces. The so-called "home bases,” which are centers
of student life, are arranged beneath the wood-construction roof trusses
on the second floor. There, students are made to feel at home. The
spacious corridors and spaces where students can pause and relax are filled
with daylight and quite pleasant. The large wood assemblies made of
Scandinavian white wood on the second floor and the interior finish and
furniture made of birch plywood create an interior environment of clean
and gentle appearance.

The district intercommunication facility and cafeteria are located near
the entrance to the schoolyard. They are in their own building, which is
linked to the school. There, adults can study, meet students and take part
in activities in support of the school.

Activities such as the creation of a "home forest," featuring the same
species of trees as are found in a nearby shrine, the growing of saplings
in a biotope in the schoolyard, the generation of electricity through solar
power, and the use of well-water and rainwater are intended to help
students practice and study coexistence with, and the care and utilization
of, nature.

Town residents and teachers participated in the creation of the middle
school, from the planning and design stage to completion, engaging in
detailed dialogue and repeated study together with the local government,
architect and builder. This was not just the creation of a building. The
process was community building based on purpose and action.

65



