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ABSTRACT
Hiromi MIZUSHIMA

“MS. VIII. C. 4” in the Biblioteca nazionale, Naples,
includes a full page miniature. The illustrated leaf has been
compiled into the Martyrology of a later date. Illusration
style suggests that the work may be dated circa 1080 A.D.
The miniature is titled “De generibus vel vita monachorum, ”
which is known to be the title of the first chapter of the
“Regula Benedicti”. In keeping with that text, the four
themes present in the illustration represent the four classifica-
tions of monks; the Coenobites, Anchorites, Sarabaites, and
Gyrovagues.

From the panel depicting the Anchorites, an anecdotical
nature which had not appeared in the antecedent works (ex.
Monte Cassino MS. 132 or MS. 442) may be discerned. The
eremites in these examples are mere monks in the caves, as
they are referred to in Heb. 11, 37-38. However, one of the
collective eremtes in the Naples MS. might be identified with
St. Paul, the first eremite, or Elijah.

This change leaves suspect the arrival of influential
impact from the East and the implications from the lost
illustrated text dealing with the life of the Anchorites. It is
conceivable that the artist of this MSS. might have interpolat-
ed motifs drawn from another earlier pictorial context.
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database GLDB

file data
field u_no type character length 3 index {BEES)
field gname type character length 60 {fe@B}
field k_gnase type character length 60 index dups {(fEREHF+}
field painter type character length 14 HLTE £°5
field k_painter type character length 15 index dups {EREH+}
field syear type character length 4 {#ltesE}
field suseun  type character length 30 (A}
field type_1 type character length 20 {Esx 1}
field type_2 type character length 10 {Es2})
field product type character length 16 (BT}
field culture type character length 4 {XieRtiEE}
field height  type character length 4 (Bt 2}
field width type character length 4 {#t o L}
field p_file  type character length 11 {ER 771 0L8)

end
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| database GLDB

file doc
field s_ne  type character length 3

field s_doc type character length 1360

index (BEES}
{E R &ER}
end

=2 HF—4~—2 ZA¥—72

OFHRET TR, BT —2 D7 4—~< > NEHH
RIENDZ LI, BEREL TS ELS DY 7 kY
=7 CHEGOINT, iz a5 2 LR TE, HigT
—Z DAFIRIATBND,

TR ZOREFU NG — 218, WS L
THRRS VT DT R OV RE V=03, faoth
A ADPRENWTZDOEBEA A—TV AF ¥ CTORLY IAHN
LV, 2 CEHHEIRY L, RO A& A%y
FCEDOETER Lic, ZhA BBy 7 s 7 =7 T,
IEORE SR E 72 EONTIEEZRATR O LA DEIGA
1207 =277 ANELTRGE LI (X2),

TINH G5 T4 PENT—2E, 1 EHET LI
R GR) -G (fb) - B () LEx4fEL, RGB 0%
BIZONTHEA8 By NOEIET—4 & LT, 256
PAHEEBT& 5, LIZ2->T 1 E#EdH7-Y RGBS {4
T24 By NOT—ZRENNEL 70D, /3= Far
V' a—H DT 4 AT LA FT=H T, oA 640 [Hi, #it 400
WSROMYGIE A FED, 1 € 256,000 [HiFE & 725, F50H
Fr24EYE BB OF—ZTEHTLOT, 7
VA1 T —1 BEOT—4 1% 768,000 /31 kLD,

FUBEE MR SO G T — 2 D7 4 —~ v N,
RGB OEZEMNEKIE A TS —r i VT 7 A )b
A (X3) TIRIFSNTERY, BEEOKE SRR
&7 R TIERIL S OT — X ORIZIFE R

VY, BIELLS A S TS 2HD 7y BT
4 AT, 7 A —~ v MEORLIEAEDY 1,200,000 /1
FpDD, ZDOTry =T AT 1BUZT VA T —H
BT I LOERITT D Z LN TEAR, TR L
N— RT g A7 AR, K40 AT, NORHEREN D
v, 640 [HiF5 X 400 FEFEOMHGEE 2R OifG Tl U3 50 £
BT TE D, ARFT —4%ar B a—4NOT
FA MNHEICERL, BT —2 37—y 77
FRLT, TAATLAET=HX ETARRLEE, T72bb
B O/ TIISCTFD, A TTEER R RS ND
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— X DT 7 ANF—LENTTTHHEBEED, 4 AT
AX YT CANUTZEBO T 7 A NV A— 25 L TR
o QENgT—% D7 7 A NF— DDA O%H 1%
2L, T—H_X—ATHRELZEBDO T 7 A )V F— L%

#include <stdio.h»
tinclude <supframe.h>
ginclude "perfore.h”
ginclude "dbio.h”
extern perfvalue gload();
struct ufunc userfuncs [] =
{

"gload”,gload,

0.0

b
perfvalue gload()
{

FILE #fp;
int xsize,ysize,i,x,y;
char #name;
pf_getval("gdata", name,CCHARTYPE, 10);
xsize = 320; ysize = 400;
if (( fp=fopen(name,"rb"))==HULL){
pf_oss("E@F - s D B0EE A, ", 1,00
felose(fp);
return;

else{
initsf(BOTH,CLR);
pfnsg("E@REHHLETH? (VD" 1,1
if(geteh()!1="¥"){
pfaso("BIEEOLELA, " 0,00
felose(fp);
return;

}

for (y=0;y<ysize;++y){
for (x=0;x<xsize;++x){
outpw(Oxdd, x+310);
outpw(0xd6,y);
outp(0xd8, getc(fp));
outp(Oxda,getc(fp));
outp(Oxde,gete(fp));

}

}
pf_msg("BBMERTT. ".1.0:
felose(fp);
return;
}
geteh()
{

return(bdos(8)&0x00ff):
}
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N RT g A7 EEN GRS 5, @informix (ZFHAGA
ATZEEFOROBIIEIE 7 7 A L — L E 5 ZTEL,
T L—2Ny 77 BIZEgN A TS YD, @EigT
— X T 7 ANIpD, 1 EFEGOT—X gL, 71
—2y 77 EORGBBIDL Y AZ (X 4) [ZEXIA
o, U VAXZEEZIAL T OB A EBEOHT T
B,
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1y BT AT NRET D 2 ERFRECH ST, F
T —X DA 10 OB R T L2 ZIBRTFT 5 2 LI

Leh | BUFFER LPF. BUFFER
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Reh | BUFFER LP.F. BUFFER|

E Yy

IN

AD |
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- DMA }
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Rl
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database SLOB
file sound
field cdno type character length 10 index {CDr3vo @S]
field in type character length 11 index dups {4 *— =}
field title  type character length 50 {%4F1}
field katitle type character length 50 index dups {h+% 4 FA}
field desc type character length 100 {meE}
field cdtime type character length 5 {CDToREEM)
field sdata  type character lensth 20 index dups {(BEZ77 4 8]
end

R4  HEF—F<—R ZF—7

TERVY, FIRCHA LT 40 A A/ RO/N—RF 4 2

JHEHEITIE, 1 DOEFT —F ORI 10 B THIUT,

) 22 FHADEFIMRFTE D,

W7 —H 1%, CHDHEEICFR S AIEEDE) A
IDEINA DD, TR SN EGRORRR R E LT
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UL, SIS HITRE LEF IR DD,
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KT 5%6, CPU OFH T TTr—2 DA %17729
DOTIER<, AHTIHTEHEEE S AN i 5 FReE
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(B LT DT 7 A NF— LR L TR, OF
T —H DT 7 A NF— LA O% B EITZL, T
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ADSDA finclude <stdio.h>

Eiffi—F #include <io.h>
7 1 #include "perform.h”
1 ¥ #include "dbio.h”
DM ASER " extern perfvalue sload();
Ry 3”(;';; t 32"‘;;‘;;’ rJ struct ufunc userfuncs [] =
(4% oo b) {

._____T__ !!: | ’sload;‘,sload.
- 0,0
RAMF 1 22 % R
extern long get_file_size();

static char far DFILE[10)={"F:THP.DAT"};
Tong DSIZE = 0;

9 DMAERICESERET—SDith int TWORD = 0, DMA_CH = 3,SNDM_FQ = 0,SNDM_PO = 0x00d0;
(A=) (#%-) perfvalue sload()
{
int i,k
Teng si

if( ( k=maketmp())==-1){
pfasg(” ¥ Y FF—s B nELE A, ",1,0);
return;

A=A TrosEE telse if( k==-2 ){
. . pf_msg(" 4o > FF—sOMEEPLELET, ".0,0);
) I ; return;
— — telse if( k==

: "
DA L ASD pf_msg(" F—sOBMHTEE LR, " 1,1
Y P getch(); -
AD/DAZEF—F PE_nsa(” 19 Y KF—5 Bk ",0,0);

IL if( dma_buff_init() ){
. H =, 4t . .
|informi: T, | SEREY LT ﬁ:i::ﬁ( DMARF RS Uy 77 HMBETEE LA™ 1.0 );
[ }
| dof
| DSIZE = get_file_size( DFILE );

hﬁ:ﬁ”’ﬁl -t . ERROR( sndn_da( DFILE, DSIZE, SNOM_PO, TWORD, DMA_CH, SNDM_FQ ) );
pf_asg("t5—M@, BELETH? (VN ", 1,1);
while(getch()=="Y");

E10 FEEANCZBIF—20ifth (=) pfasg("Rpav > FEES®, ",0,0);

EEHACEFSIF—70FA (») retumlun]ink('F: THP.DAT");

saketap()
{

FILE #fp1, #fpZ;
int c,a;
char name1[20];
pf_getval("datas”.namel,CCHARTYPE, 20);
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VAT 4 XADKRFOER THRONIZE L, e
o7C, BFEIE, WL, 3 Z ogadEr g Uiz
MWOLORbDTHD, OFV, {xOFEMTIL #HH
FOBHETHLH D, WEWHLOEOBBNEL TN,
UL, MMEEHOR 2L, ALOFEEEERTD
LN EZ T Z LI L TG, oFD, BF
ElE, M Z OBGEI R AT 7= DiEH, £
1L, WOIFEERLFEDOL D72 bDThD, £k, 7
VI AT 4 XAD [BFFaR] BT oY, vasa
T ANOMBORRE THH LR L D1, [Hy, He,
CErOEsly, TR, TEIE) S50 X5 72807, iy
H7ebo, L0bl, Zckds [—) ZFE7 /UL T
WH IS b, B9 FTheL, FlHIbbik
Pl LTO—7250b, Me—DRIe 2L HE > T E
RTEZ LNTWD, b3kt T [EhiX
HOHO—PHZ] MibE->T (redditus) | (I, 3) Z%—
7255 HDFE (pulchritudo universitatis) % 55 L1525
DThHbH, v VT 70y aTHE, B (vérité) [2Hi=5,
FWE LT T OREERL I, (X X0 % )
(rap-

ports de grandeur) 72D TH Y, HOESIED 5 BIZE
FINLTND, vV T T2 T, HF (Ordre) &1l
HPE (Vérité) &1F, #ERE (Raison) d7ebbiliEHE
(leVerbe) 72D THY, FLF (ordre) LEHIE (vérité)
EEME (raison) &IFFEOEKTILER>TNHDTH
%o B, TUT AT 4 XATIE, BFF&IE, BE
F7E, IR D,

ZHUTKILTC, w7 Ty 2T, BF e, B
F20E, BB, TR BEFEE, AR TAD,
4, MEE0ETORWERIHAEOITAORRAE LTo,

[BE6R) (rapports) (272 5720, B DI TAMIE LU &
WONLDIE, HFNFIC—E L TS 6 TH D, o
T, HRAE, £, RUEEEL LT, @5 (aLoi)
RO THD, ZOXIZ, HBFL, AN bt L o
(2, T5e2tEoBHR) (rapports de perfection) 7200 CdH



Do 0T, FOEMHNL, ROLHI72bDERBEED
R b, ITBHAZ L0, kEtEliaa
THZELID D, IR THbLELZE LY, ELW

TLOEBFoL RN, ), B, ALY bRESND
REThD, ), B, ANHLY BEEINDHNE T
v, L, BRVEEISNDOIRETHD, |, MhE
7=l iﬁi&&%@ 9 HOR/NNDOHLDTYH, 1LY %ﬁiéﬂ
BTECH D, 1, IBUE, EEL Y EETH Bl
Thd, ZOLIIZ, TLVEE T&w%®i i@mﬁ
72HDIZ, BRSO (rapporter) Hil é 1 EnH
<
%, THBORIRE, o HHEHEOSEIE K | (a-
substance intelligible) PIZR.% (voir) F1L, ALY
PP (la raison particuliére) (X > CHWES,
EAEERE ] (la Raison universelle) (25 - TR %
(uger) &HTHY, F7=, TFICE (I amour propre)
Ko TEET, R ~D%:] € amour de !’ Ordre)
k> TET S (aimer) H#Th 5. ZALOELVE
£
ZRVEL, WSS 2L, BlxE, TR, R L0
HINDHRETHDH| L) KO RBRE LA, 7R
ST-BRT bt & LoRIfR) (e rapport imagi-
naire) L2 CUVRWDTH D, ZARBIRTHOE
OBLE [FHI] AHUET 281, RR0SOBEELICKRaS 2 &
FULYSC YN

VI

ST, Fxid, oD L EBFONESERFOWNE
LW DBt BR A A CE T E D, Zibix
KA 2 EE DO THRE R D ThH T, FiclS
TV, ZOBIGEOBIRIZIE, MTROZEDEKIOBIS:
BRI 7ebb MR SR SN, 1, IEREC
S2E, TOBERFZZN, HloTHY»T, HxIC
BT, Lnd, BHICKHHIMND L IICRZHDT

o, LinL, KEIZEHTHADINALIEYFFL,

KEFRSTEHELTWADTHA 9Dy, FNETS
729012, £7, MEBEFRIZBWTERTEE LTEARD

DOPFEF BNEI—EL TR 9,
7‘7727‘4'321 L HET, HE (malum) %
o%%(mwiﬁ,ﬂ)%%EkTé®i,W§
t,c éfﬁmﬁ, BHEOTC, Watis Xidd 5 & &, Mk
Fd7ebbEL T 500D Z EOfHDT-HTH

%o BEIR DM L D EORNEIZ B 2 EH- 5 b
DEORFEOMEE bHER> TS, ZORIZ, 3ok
4) bEFEND, o, K
728 (tantum malum) & 5 9 _XEE)E (stultitia) (11,
8—11) biFSND, SbI, m$®%@m%@ﬁn
PBEOIE (1, 7) %, KMk (vitii mater) 7= 2%
& (admiratio) (I, 8), B CHUT 72 DHBOBLS
(deformitas) (I, 12), TNETERDLD, RHIC
M2 72V VEMDEH 5 1D (animantes) DPUA (membra)
(I, 12) , @ (oratio) OHFOMEWAE (summissa) (1T,
13), %£7-, #@4 (disputationes) T DR (men-
tientes conclusiones) , &5 & (moveri) (1T,
19), FFOHIZ R 5 30E EDFRY (soloecismus) (11,
13) SxbEEND, LinL, TUTAT 4 XAZES
T, PiEE A L L (horrendus) i bEfE L7 (involu-
tus) HE, WhIXRE (caligo) &ZMSL (commixtio) |
WD L5 T D, T AEL L ofmé@
IZRBIROADBH LN EBZE, 51232 < TR
STWDHALHL LN 2L, ELARIEZDHLO%
T OO TE TND ARBEIZR > T D& R
ZUE, M5, B CET DSBS, Ll
—GH, BEISE LN TE TS Z &, i (uxuries)
B, BNDH HoTE OMEL, ST TWDE
BZIE, S H—HI) o T DI & T2 FIZ
ANTMNTNAZAE (mendicus) HWVDEWNH T L,
BEDS, Tha T DI L 2WE L =D TN DD
ERZIT, fh, EEIEERIESh TS 2 e, (1,
14) A2 U7 N (Ital) 13 4 EIEAG)-TAIERAR
FALTWDDIZ, T, 7Y T AT 4 XAMEATND
77V 5057 by U7 (Getulia) X, HIZ, 22HH15
(ZHINT (sitive) WD Z &, (I, 15) LLED L S 7Rl
Th s,

T, wATTrvallloT, ERFLE, (XY

2 (error animarum) (I,



HE7, g (péché), HFEITIE, JHIE (péehé originel)
(7R By, JFIRTE, (THEERT & S DTHA D
Dy, JFERLIR, BRI NRBT & 0L, ROk DRk
FAT—HLC, TReb il CROVEIRND, feb@i7asiic
WRLTO . ) £& U< ZOBRFOBRT bbbk
P

DOBROFFIZ, ML, BIEFRURFESET, (6o,
Y, BikE o bo—L L, SRS 2E, &
WIONENE, BHORHERSHE (sens) O & (passions)
ZHEL ar bu—L, WEREETWE, LL, E
SELItL, AR, B0 L TH LUV HERE
—*L%ofgj%#E%%:/%uwwf%@<ﬁo
7= WESTHULE, DOBITFORRINRL IpoTz, DFD
fli s S Ay

WE-TC, FIRLIMRIZAEFN T 2 ANHO 7L, A7
FANELTEENTSDHDTHS, £TE, ZOFEFE
EWVVHY IR OA T IR b BIAFROSRE, En koL
THHRDLDD, mbAIREIE, FELL, arF
= B A (concupiscence, PIDTE~DAIM ﬁﬁ) ihtiich
B, LT, TR, arFa By AicLn
THELR N, | BVbILD, ZAUSRO L 5 AEmkcs
WTThD, [FUAMEFEORRE] T, W<, Tk
=B, 5 DBROSHDI2NEDTHY,
RN, ENH DY, FROHGANZDND EARKRS, b
L, 25, WRE D bEEND T 2T 5 2 LA
ThH D72 50F, FOFFOWIZITRN DD TH D, 1273,
aFa YR, FITONZBIZBWTISETIER
W iR S, MBI, arFa B RISRGHT S
JBIRD% (amour de choix) BNHHNHTH D, TF
2 BV R, S AR LAV S, T B A S
%, - HOAT 2B (amour naturel) 13
LELDOTHD, Lnd, THEBIXZOELMELT
A/ /ANERTEIY K> TWDTT D, Faxo3lE, =%
a2 B ADEENIHE S & &, BRI OT, ol
FIIROIVR, (Tl 5, FE L CODEROET,
BAD D BIZ, BREAMOHICESY, mbEsEZAD
EHEE L TR THD, LnL, faERLTEL
7Rinol= L, Lind, BRI, MROHIZm->THD

O D OFHEEZNE, B TOARNEDITRITH 2R, Z
DI, BEEL TG, e EVH DY, TR
T 50, ZOFHIIERTFORIECH L DT, Mz
PRI BUT 2D THEET 5 LITERIT VY, & 4
&

ST, wATTovaT, b ORI 7 R
OEMABNE, BROERFCTHD, L0, ANHEE

Wiz, BEMOETE (monstres) ORIETHY, LIEL
Y B, AEOSE, ZooaEE, o
%) (imagination) &, RESEZTORENITHENTND

ﬁ&®ﬁ@§ﬁﬁﬁ%f%5wﬂﬂﬁ%ik%g%
AR T, HROERRFOBAGIOS I,

BT D, BIZIE, BORE, AT
T HD b R NEOESE W, B 8T,

FHBATONT LI -OST D &, SxThs, Filf
IZBW TR Z > TWD, FFET DR LW KIC
SNTHERSNTH 5, LIAT, vATFva
TlY, BERRFFOMIZ A A A (cahosichaos) &) SHEN
Anbid, UL, AR, Fexns, =2 Rz
L CWAEERFO L 2 Itz THVW B IvT
(2, MOMRERE TIRA AN 22 7= LIE LT=5E
DIHIREEZ T DIV OIS, FBE, 1Y, Z0F
15 Z OFEHOHT OIEERR ETRTHD, W],
[H LS, R E LT, ZOARMEDEFIZ, —

IRHIERIC LT, Bl 17 T2 6259712 ] 1E510RY
l@;&<,@6hkﬂﬁ@i&<@k%<ﬁ%ﬁ,E

%“:ﬁ#@%wiﬁ’%ﬁ<,ﬁ%@wﬁﬁéﬁﬁ%
RNTHAD, —FTa L, Faerbiiut, —tnx
T A ADIRRE— ::Ti,ﬁ%@%éhz@wfﬁéﬁ
KBTS 5. b

VI

DX ) RERRFORMBENY, HiE S H & TlEan
L, TUTRAT 4 XL, #£25, Linl, ZORED
RIS Tldew, —7, ERRFPT- D EDORE
(gubernare) D% LIZH D EFHUL, RO K H ZeRT-EIC
EfT 2, M, AMICBET 2FRIcxatil> T\



(I, D) Z&iEL S2FETHRY, IZb2) bbb, =
DX D BRI HIENBUCL AHETH Z &1, Ak
EIREZ ERRE S DE R, IO RO,
MNEZEZNOOEAH HOEE (voluntas) (2L~ T L
“EWHIBDOTHD, Er2FTHRL, bLEIRD,
RHIELL, OLBOMPEOFIR VD Z Li2/e>T
LEH, BTOANOHTIL, HE L ETonT, Kbh

HIRFEG 72 72D, DUWNTREE B 21, HEF=5
HONFETDDIL, #73, ZOfhErtR %L, B~
Y (negligere), fE~72Y (contemnere) LT\ 55
ZENIHBDOTHD, 7216 E Vo, iy, 3,
DHIEDOFO KT E Z AT D E UL, FEOJFRE
LTD, & RSO ZGT HIEMOEEBO D T
LT, AAD, WHOIFFERLT, IhESHFETLZ
xR IEODHEHITRL B THA D, FU A NEOME—
DRI B~ DI DIRRIE S SIS = LT 5
ZOET 7 S AT 4 X AT ED L H I LT L
7=y, A bl E 2, Moo, mRRE, 205
B THELRNE VW) ZETHDLIHETHLE LT,
FERTNAHAET DT ER, DTV A 7 DIROHIR
THONDH T EL, KIE, MRS LR NE DI TRy
WCRZTYH, EEELTeRE LTRAEITIZELL
BRI TG, ZOs%, AN TP O% 412
ONWTRTPL Z&ITLE D, FF, BTN T
EVRREINDDY, B VT T 4 TDARITRO I DTS
PETVS, W<, [, MICk->TESNANE
VD 2 & B, BOBETHS, o VB S A
1, BRFOMZH 2D TIEZRW, [Zhb b, fi
L, [(EnoEEET] BRFZOL0EET D, 70
B, L, EAEUELEILNEND) ZEAREY, &
95 (diligere), =D Z &1, HKRZ2FLF (magnus ordo)
EMOEAI (divina dispositio) (ZJET 5.1 (I, 18) &,
DFD, EIVIEWRTOAL, FIEIITKLT, BT
OHLBRFICEEND, Z0XHIL, & BIRLT, —
U, BP0 BIZEENHDTHS,

GNT, FRROEA DEIZSONTIE, LAk NnS
M EP, BBICOVTRTALS, BEIOVT,

HFY T A Y AICHEETUS, VX, P,
(causa) 72 LIZRRAICHED NITREDWZRWE S, il
¥, RIFEOEEH (causarum series) (TG FD, )
(I, 15) &, 1o T, #AIE, BUFICE £, LT,
R L CORNDTH S,

o, BZIZONWTY, RO TR SIS,
F9, T4 Lo~ (complexio) 2VREND, T2
b, EHveE (stultus) 1%, ERFIETOZ, En

REDS, BRI TITET o LRI 2 LR L7 2
LD, 0 ET, BOeHEOI TN RRFAMFE L72
WD ZEITUT, BIFEASIEL L AN 08, Z
DOIIFHET D Z &> T LE D, ZOF 4 LU~
fima, HF0O R~y UTT 40 RFHIETND, wb
<, [BhipEl-boaTotE SFIL, HHHEHIC

TiE, LT, L L TWAhIiTTh, BEfAHT %thC
WHDITTHRWTNED, LnLRns, toEEC
EoThE, MRS, FMORFIZEENTND,
FREFOSI Vs (angustus animus) TLAT, Ehvefi=b
DEEXERE T %, BRLQWAEILETHh, oL
EIFED, bOTIVEI SITBRRARITINT, I
B, LinLedt, H L, FoOH (oculus mentis) %,
Bk, A IAT 5% (diffundens) 73, A% (IR
—fBlC, BET D01, ZoHIE, BEMT SR (or
dinatus) TVWRWEH722b0R0, HIZ, SbIE, Ex-
72REZ, XBEi (distinetus), Ho, B (dispositus)
STV WL S b D& RIS 220 Th A 9,
(I, 11) &, ob, ZOfEEIE, B 5—5F
ST < D, ARROEYA 7 DIROHI (similitudo) 7>5,
KEFRESNIZZ & TH D,

B CHUTC, P RITEDZD, PRiESiEsITk
ST LEBOBSICOWTHRIC L Y IcE 2T X
WV DFEY, TZOBEZDOEDIZE T, ZOR (cer
tamen) MFEL X (pulchritudo) I, HIKL, Xkvsese
Lipolo, ) (I, 12) EBZIUIEVDOTHD, B
B AR ZHOWT S, BIROFEF (naturae ordo) D7-
DIIELERDTHS, (11, 12)

WEE, BHEFRONO—FTh -7 EH (musica)
D—ERINTT Z 2 > T=5F (poesis) DI R HILAHHERL



FIZOWTHREILZ ENERD, OFEY, FFOHIZAL
NH3E FORRY , KERE (KT 7 3F) HIZREL (barbari-
sumus) 4L, INHEHERIUY, FILELET
NTHHEIRRNTHAS, L, FERENORS &,
INBIE, RO, FFEZRODITRNL> TV D,
Wb, T L, Fan, ZnbERY E-THEED
(carminare) 72 H I3, Fx 1, FeilZH L7278 (con-
dimentum) 2372V \OTYRD 72 <KL HTHA D, Lo

L, ZbEnoT, I, %<, Lrd, —»
AMZEE > CND R DIE, 20, & omEC, HEaEY
LI EC, A28 T, MR CToE HeuEA 5, | (I,
13) &, i/t BRFER, ZhHEHL, FE0o
2N L T (moderard) WTC, ZIUHDBI7Z0EZSH
DL TR, (nec--patl) 7>HTHD (1, 13)
RO R BN D IERFIZONWT S, < [FRRICE
ZTE, ARNFERRALIZZ2 D L9 2R ANEDU IR A S
NDR0, ZOEEUE, JTOREY B3 b HEITe, E
et Rz — @5 [ X2 Th, /e b, Th L, A
SNDHDOIET 5, WY, ThaEMEDRNEDE L
T, BTHTHAH, LL, bL, AL HLON
RNERRIUT, OREA DELNEDIE, BILZRNT
HAHHL, Tho, SbIE, ARSI T/ L
RNEND ZEIZRDTHAI L, InidL, FRHHE
HFOEAOEE (lux) THEHEL, E-T, BAREEELS
HHILIIRDIES D, ) (I, 13) B THD,
PO ORFIIFERONT D, TIHINIEHTH
Z TRV, AR bamFrOH T, ZhE W ol
\ECEND L, W (deceptio) D HDTE z, WA
2HDIZT 5 (dulcescere), (I, 13)

Fexld, BiEnd (moverl) EVVH I &%, MERLF
DOHFITHANTNETZNDTH DN, L Vb, B
(sapiens) &, ZOHHIEXTWBERY, HOEHK (cor
pus) DENEINEDEZIRNEND ZEITONTTE
I ZOZ LI, BEOEEIZOFLDOLD, b
B, K5 (mens) 72133 (animus) OARERSZ L
(immobilis) ZFEVELD XL FEV )Y, RO K D 72
REND, DFEY, HIER, iy (navis) 1T, FEOKSMH
D3, FROHIZFSTNDALIL, T2 bivb, 75 &,

FRASENNT S, ZOHNTND A2 1T, Mvathd 2234,
WO BHIAETHD, L, TIUlL, fesndg)
WTWDELE MDFDAXIL, T THRED, 29K
BNZEINEND Z EITITENO RN & ) BGRnN48K78 &
WD B, TUT AT 4 XADRFIEZ 9 Th D, W<,
T, EAANAFAET D (ubique esse) Wz, &S,
EIATZo e, ML, MERMNIETTEAI, 59
FTHARL, ML, MEFETSZ L (cun Deum

esse) N TELHMHLTHD, ] (I, 19 &, LT H
HOFERPIIRT S (vagarl) SFiX, ZhiZidz R,
IERFC, BEDL LIRVWEDITRA DD, FHEOID
FEWEELE, BRELTE, FERENT 5,

A4S, RS, B EIRELOREREE L CRIT bz
HDIBHIT, Fxld, RFEZRHTELIZ2THA DM,
Hr o LRICRHIE LA RN THA D, ThudlE, i
LNEMONPVETH D, LhrL, ZIUIDWTE, K
OETHIY EFpZ & s L, L0, FROEKT
DIFEZDONTD, <V T T2y a2 Ofiffa T 2
Ll Lo,

~NVT T v ald, T, TEOIERRT ) (désordres
vrais) & [ Ej))ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁj (désordres apparents) &
T T B, UL, TO7AT 4 XA LR,
WTNORFD, SHiE, X ThY, E-T, Bk
FFOFEINTITIR N, FRORHED E D12 K72 En)
T &F e, HOTRITERTH Y, BEROKIROEH
Tl DRI E TS, BEOBETEIE, §9FTH
73
<, FEROZ L Thsn, FLL, HilcfitiLiz L 51,
RRICERFI, a0Fa Y AT THD, L,
JFORDNAERE L= 7 0B A0 b OITIE, P U TR
RoZevy, b FHAIEMex bIvd 7 et A,
HOINZ L > TE OO TIEMEZ, OO TEIHIZNL TS
NC5 HERXE (lois naturelles) (2> T, Bz,
IR [E] K= (esprits) DIEENTIL,
WL, fE ERE LTLOMELIRNE 2 ADRE )
BT 2DOIME L2 E D O EZRBRRTC, Fio 8
(pensées) <CIEHE) (émotions) HME>TUVRTIUT2 D
o 1o, DTEL Thb,



FINTF OIERIFIZIE, BREIORIER, FRETON
EHLEBETHRAS, Wb B
HARDIERFY, FlxiE, ABO#FHIZLTYH, ol s
DYANEEA~OFR A DB SE 570 88D Z &%
720N, FOBIROT Y, RO EFRNOBRIE L D
WDaa=r—a ), BrE U CERFE2 X ED

Fo LI BREDTH 5. WFICELE, Thbix

HOERE [A]] OUSKORERETH 2, ML, HH0
b
DEET, WU T X, AT 6

PRI CEWRFENET D, LavL, f5, &BFT,
J/LUHW RO, R ESRE LTI L EDOHRT
b5,

D&, ERRTOMEL, NS, OF
V., EEFIE, H2EWTHEET, BFOHIMEES
HTENWToED Ui, T, ZoOBT4E, IEHC
HHET D720IZE, Fex TR E S THuL e 7T
UIAT A XATEIDOTHA I M KD, FH (erur
ditio, I, 4) IZX-oTHHREL LWV O DTHS, EOF
THRL, HHFROZ ETHD, T, TV AT+
XAV, BEHRCE, 2o (BT 1ok 5o
LiEXZ AL TNDDOTHS23, (Tom. 12, p. 286)
WNIZE X, FMick o T, x0T, EHHN
(purgare), LR X4 (excolere) (bid.) T, Fx ZFk
FF~EEBH LD, VWD L0, FRIZOHON,
FIZEOT LT L 272\ E X5, FRIOFF
(ordo disciplinae) (1, 27) EWHEBNZDOZ L%
HFTWD, ZOHY OFFIZONWT, WEDLFL

CRTIELZEIZLED, [@) ihe<]
it
II

@O TIT AT 4 XAD Retractationes DT ¥ A ~E, DDBAR,

FI2EEANDZ L LT 5, TIETHTORE, ZD~—Y

FErPEEND,

HTH s,

@ TUITAT 4 XAD Deordine DT XA MY, I—==0ff
A7 Patrologia Latina, Vol. XXXIZ W52 & &45, fifo
T, u—~¥F1Y, Deordine DEHTHY, 77 ETETIE
ZDEIDETEH D,

I

@ Traité de la Nature et de la Grace, 1680

@ Z T, BEXTER, NLFTordre &7 TWVAMN, LK,
EISYIR J¢'0)1 SHEL L TOFTHLEAITT, T LR
92 & &9%, T ordre qui est sa loi inviolable, sa loi natu-
relle, son Verbe, ou sa Sagesse, qu’il aime invinciblement;

V, p.34)
@ Traité de Morale, 1684

@ VI p. 19; 7335, [A&Ep.22103, MoOMSEEDIHR)ETe

BfR) (rapports que renferme la substance du Verbe Divin)
& Dy, [SERMEDTEIEN), ASrIZE0), VIRHIBIER) (rapports réels,
immuables, necessaires de perfection) & 7>, KIKFERE R
TERINLTCWS, (CL, IV, p. 82)
® Réflexions de Ia Prémotion physique, 1715
® les rapports necessaires qui sont entre ses perfections
(XVI, p. 84) (Cf., p. 82;p. 99
@ le rapport qui entre ses attributs qu’il aime invincible-
ment, et dans lesquels il met necessairement sa complai-
sance: XVI, p. 27)
XV, p. 72;Cf, ibid, p. 96 ; p. 103 passim
ibid, p. 94
ibid, p. 53 passim
ibid, p. 27 ;p. 72
ibid, p. 164
ibid, p. 55;p. 119;p. 158 [ZZ T, [EDORAIARIEF)
(Ia vraie et immuable justice) &\ LD, ]
@ lerapport éternel et immuable, qui est entre sa bonté et
sajustice infinie (bid, p. 106) Cf, p. 121
v
D X, p 42
® bid. pp. 41—42, TH L, HEREIR Y OLRREDOBED, 2
ETONDERD LB LT b1, 37005, FEAY)
733 DIEOFTheh ANLO & D1, e, ZOEEANIOMRD
BB BEECDR L D1, e, 1&%Hﬂwﬁ§< ETONOB
DRRARHIRDLERD, 1&%&%%% DEZIRNEIIL, L
T, Ha & o0 LIBiofEnEiE—Z iUl k- T, By
BNCND 7= B OSEIE SH HIVZISE Vel &R LT
WD XTI LT85, & TIAHET DRFDIZ0IT, 2T
I3, EEHEICKICALIRLE S, [FVT7 T a (1638—1715)
3, KMo BT (ordonnance #5%) 13, FEAMILISH
0)’60)753 ZONHD TRIHFFHT Bie) (subordonne 7
BLT) BRZES Shp EB 25, XVI p. 144]) ; #2374k
FVIZBWT, EADBEGITHEIC LWEZ D, 22 TR T
SHITFEERUEEZA L O NEBER L, IZKIZAD
EolZL TS &, ERIEiL 7wy, (L, ?Ezé%l/ W

®@0e6O®



SHETBOOMEERER, TLoiE->T, BODOHEES
BIEMNFT2 04572 00F, BFFIZEINS, 11 THRAZE LV DI,
ZOENZECEEAH T B E RN, FRSEETEY
BoOoTNWHEETHD,

ibid, p. 41

XI, p. 19

ibid, p. 68

INHOFNZHONWTI, XI, p. 21 25,
XV, p. 84

ibid.

XI, p. 19

ibid, pp. 19-22

ibid, p. 22

CISICISICISNCICR R

s

20 [fEml] T, BEEAESS LI EEE L TN,

Tom. 12. p.28
@ I—==20DhTIL,
® XV, p.123
@ V, p95
® —MuaiE B, PWEkED FERRE DWW BERCTHV BILD
N, NVTT 2 TIIRRIOEW AR T 5, il E0A
WM U, AR, SESEREAETDHOEN, aFat
P RAENHIADE (ol charne]le) WHED &, ZoEE, B
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D.H.Lawrence and German Militarism, 1912-1916

I. Lawrence and Germany
I1. The Aristocratic Officer as Antihero
I1I. The Revolt of the Common Soldier

Karen Miyahata

At the time of publication of my study on D.H.
Lawrence and the shell motif in the eighth issue of
this journal, there remained a considerable amount of
source material which did not find its way into the
discussion for a number of reasons: much of the
evidence appeared to have the serious drawbacks of
being conflicting, equivocal, inconclusive, repetitious,
or unclassifiable. Where the image did not present
itself problematically, however, and where there was
enough coherency to merit a separate and protracted
study, was in three short stories about the German
military called the “military tales,” or the stories of
the “German cycle.” Since then, as additional mate-
rial emerged to broaden the range of the motif, the
whole began to fall into more predictable patterns
and gathered fresh insight from the profusion of
research published on the occasion of Lawrence’s
centenary in 1985. As the method did not prescribe a
strict chronological approach, the analysis opted for a
thematic arrangement which could more justly
describe and circumscribe the manifold stages of
development and metamorphosis of the symbolic
meaning. In taking up this segment at a later date, I
have encountered numerous problems of transposi-
tion, for the appearance of the shell in these stories
of 1913-1914 antedated all other sources hitherto

examined and carried with it the heavy assumption
that here was to be found the critical starting point
of its evolution. Another concern was to place in
proper perspective the two major novels, the inclu-

sion of which has been imperative for this study. 7he
Rainbow and to great extent Women in Love are
works of the same time, and the striking affinities
between both genres, in theme, in characterization
and in the extensive use of the shell symbolism,

attest to the underlying unity of a steadily maturing
vision, fused in the abstractive, synthetic, yet pro-
foundly analytical structure of his private symbolism.
As previously, the themes of the divided self, of
consciousness and being are persistent, and while
they continue to be a dominant preoccupation, they
are nonetheless eclipsed by the shift of emphasis to
the German question. The symbol voices Lawrence’s
strong convictions, drawn from actual experience
and observation, and achieves autonomous purpose
at moments when, intimate knowledge betraying
artistic objectivity, the author comes to the fore: the
shell probes the psychological maelstrom of Prussian
militarism and evokes the essential problems of the
somewhat ambivalent and perplexing nature of the

German element in his work.



That Lawrence’s writings in general reflected an
attitude unfavorable toward the Germans, and this
with the accent placed expressly on their form of
militarism, had often led to the opinion that he was
fervently anti-German. The reverse side of the coin,
when defended energetically to the limit of argumen-
tation, would reveal instead, a strong attraction to
the people with whom his sentimental and ideological
bonds were deep and intense. Fortunately there is
hardly any need to force the issue, so to speak, for
the trend at present is to attenuate, or even, in many
cases, to reverse that view, through a significant
realignment of his ideas with those of eminent names
in the main tradition of German thought and litera-
ture. In “Women 1n Love and the German Tradition
in Literature” Ronald Gray affirms that “Lawrence’s
relationship to Germany was both more intimate and
more critical than that of any writer,” but at the
same time cautions that “he instinctively recoiled
both from the German nation and from the very
atmosphere of Germany.l” Perhaps here too was at
play, as in a great part of his fiction, the polarity of
the opposing forces of attraction and repulsion, and
thus any criticism of Lawrence’s stand on German
militarism should not overlook the basic principles of
his dualist universe. Another factor contributing to
the clouded picture is the prismatic influence of
Frieda Lawrence. The German experience gravitates
around the German aristocrat, the union with whom,
apart from being the single most important event of
his life, was nonetheless continually strained by the
conflicts, tensions, and contrarities of an affiliation
with a country that was both his wife’ s homeland and
his own nation’ s bitter wartime enemy. For this

reason Lawrence’ s judgements could never be totally

objective; his ambivalence, ambiguities and some-
times hesitations were a psychological inevitability,
just as his personal hatred of the German military
bordered more than often on the idiosyncratic. Para-
doxically these contradictions had not detrimental,
but prodigious effects on his artistic development,
and thus clearing Lawrence of the charge of “anti-
Germanism” being neither an academic necessity nor
by any account the point at issue, I would like, in this
study, to expand on that paradox, by assessing the
impact of his stay in Germany from 1912-1914, which
fostered the great synthesis of 1915-1916, in all an
incredibly brief yet prolific period and one that
produced, all commentators seem to agree, the
greatest achievement of his writing career.
Biographical sources of the early months of 1912
reveal that the beginnings of Lawrence’s German

adventure were of a surprisingly conventional, even

commonplace nature. When the idea of going abroad
first came to the mind of the young school teacher in
Croydon, Germany was his first choice. This fact
alone provides ample evidence of the absence of any
prejudice or enmity and suggests instead that
Lawrence had a high regard for the country that,
according to Richard Aldington in his biography of
Lawrence, was then more than France or Italy, the
vogue with the British intelligentsia2. He also
informs us that Lawrence had friends and relatives
there; an aunt having married a German lived in the
Rhineland. Lawrence first mentions Germany in a
letter dated January 19, 1912, to Edward Garnett, in
which he expresses a desire “to get away from here”
(L20), his purpose being to visit friends. That the
intention was more than a mere visit is evident in
view of the fact that Lawrence was earnestly seeking
a lectureship in a German university, and for this
purpose had solicited the help of Ernest Weekley, a

professor at Nottingham University who was known



to have useful contacts in Germany. Although the
lectureship never materialized, it led to Lawrence’s
fortuitous meeting with the professor’s wife, Frieda
von Richthofen Weekley, issue from a prominent
military family of the German aristocrac;j. It would
seem that all conventionalism, both in this episode
and in Lawrence’s life, came to an end with this
meeting, for the attraction between Lawrence and
Frieda was mutually instantaneous and after a mat-
ter of weeks, on the landmark date of May 4, 1912,
they crossed the Channel together to Metz.

Indeed his first impressions of Germany, conveyed
in letters from Trier, Metz, and Bavaria show that
Lawrence was enchanted, often even elated: “Ger-
many is delightful”(L32); “The Rhineland is nice”(38);
“Bonn and Drachenfels—so magical”’(38); “The world
is wonderful and beautiful and good beyond one’s
wildest imagination”(41). No doubt the initial com-
placency owed much to Frieda’s presence and the
newlyfound love and happiness at her side. There is
also the factor of the sheer fascination of being in a
new land, as Germany was understandably an exhili-
rating change from the dreariness of Croydon. So
thrilled was he in his new environment and implac-
able in his rejection of England that we are led to
conjecture that behind his flight with Frieda there
was a real need and desire to escape: “I’ 1l never teach
again”(LL32), he resolves; “I shall live abroad I think
forever”(42); “I dont want to come back to England”
(42); “T loathe the idea of England, its enervation and
misty miserable modemness”(4é).

Lawrence’s enthusiasm was soon dampened by the
discovery, through his peregrinations and after actual
contact with the people, of that part of the German
psyche which was clearly anathema to his fundamen-
tal beliefs. A disquieting negativity surfaces in his
writings as he begins to brood on a shortcoming that

he felt was endemic to the Germans, their proclivity

to duality, an unsalutary divorce of body and soul
which engendered feelings of unwholeness and empti-
ness. “German Impressions” of August, 1912 finds
him deploring the “tiresome split” between the ani-
mal and spiritual nature of the Germans as opposed
to the French “in whom the two are fused,”’and with
whom he was more at ease5. Here he also uses the
metaphor of a nave to project emptiness: “The Cathe-
dral seems very German. It is nothing but nave: a
tremendous lofty nave and nothing elsee.” In a letter
of September, 1913, he recounts his impressions of an
exhibition in Munich of European painters: “The
Germans are vigorous, and brutal, and get simply
amazing technical effects, but the real feeling is not
there’(L37). Even the “floundering” German lan-
guage, “alien to my psychology and very tissue”

(L120), met with disapproval, for he states, “I should
never be able to use German, if I lived here forever”
(120).

The growing disillusionment with Germany was
confirmed by the discovery and revelation of Italy,
whose captivating appeal played even more to Ger
many’s disadvantage, for by comparison, all that
Italy was, Germany was not. Lawrence’s letters and
writings henceforth are filled with great praise for
Italy and disdain for Germany. In the Italians he had
found the qualities of a national character truly
harmonious with his temperament: they are “natu-
” “non-moral.” No doubt the country
which “leaves the soul so free”(L116), prompted the
enunciation of his theory of “blood consciousness,”

ral,” “free,

because after living five months in Italy, his famous
letter of January 17, 1913 is written: “My great
religion is a belief in the blood, the flesh as being
wiser than the intellect’(.94). Lawrence relinquishes
the mind and all its trappings, the intellect, knowl-

edge, and morals, for the spontaneity of a non-

intellectual and untramelled existence. He announces



a new life purpose, the real way of living” being “to
answer to one’s wants” (95). In the same letter, and
almost as an afterthought he adds, “That is why 1
like to live in Italy. The people are so unconscious.
They only feel and want: they don’t know. We know
too much”(94).

When circumstances compelled the Lawrences to
return to Germany his displeasure becomes even
more magnified: “After Italy, I can’t bear Germany,
even Bavaria—so tidy, so arranged’(.122); “I have
suffered from the tightness, the domesticity of Ger-
many”(116); “The very agricultural landscape here,
and the distinct paths, stifle me”(116). Curiously
enough this sense of entrapment bears resemblances
to the claustrophobic anxieties which had haunted
him in Croydon: “The tightness of England is horrid”
(L106); “that beastly, tight Sunday feeling which is so
blighting in England’(124), and it is at this moment
that he begins to voice his well-known dislike of
mountains. However marked Lawrence’s disinclina-
tion for Germany, the fact remains that he had
through marriage inadvertently adopted it as a sec-
ond country, a commitment which he respected and
maintained throughout his lifetime. Frieda’s close
ties with her mother, sisters and cousins obliged them
to make frequent visits there, notably to Baden-
Baden, and they received letters, books, and maga-
zines regularly from his “many relatives in Ger-
many,” some of whom he spoke of fondly.

Although by temperament wholly incompatible

with Germany, Lawrence surprisingly was receptive
to many of its ideas. Far greater than with Italy or
even with England his thinking was more in line with
the current of cultural malaise brewing among the
intellectual elite of the late nineteenth and turn-of-the
century Germany, where in spite of the prodigious
advancements from industry and technology, a pro-

found sense of discontent created a spiritual vacuum

and fostered a reaction against the belief in science
and rationalisni. Lawrence’s intellectual awakening
was deeply rooted in Arthur Schopenhauer, Ernest
Haeckel, Friedrich Nieztsche, and Richard Wagner.
His views shared the greatest affinities with the
irrationalism, mysticism, covert anti-Christianity and
ethical nihilism of Nietzsche, the thinker who gave
“philosophical expression to the times” in his call for
a revaluation of all Value;. Emile Delavenay sheds
light on the significant influence of Houston Cham-
berlain, the renegade Englishman thoroughly imbued
with Germanic ideas, son-in-law of Richard Wagner,

and pro-German propagandist during the war, who
was granted German nationality in 1916. The com-

mon features of Lawrence and Chamberlain, he cites,
are Wagnerian and Symbolic aesthetics in the Ger-
manic and Goethean tradition, 19th century mysti-
cism, a mystical belief in race and blood, anti-
humanitarianism and the criticism of 18th century
rationalism in science and politiclso. Chamberlain’s
ideas contributed overwhelmingly to the formulation
of Lawrence’s political philosophy from 1912 to 1915
which further accentuated the latter’s alienation and
isolation from the mainstream of thought in England.
Lawrence’s rejection of egalitarian democracy and
humanitarianism was clearly a cross-current to the
social evolution in tune with the political and eco-
nomic development of the industrialized nations of
his day. Becoming increasingly intolerant and estran-
ged from his friends, among them Bertrand Russell,
the liberal, and E.M.Forster, the humanist, it is to the
former that Lawrence delivered one of his most
stringent declarations against the democratic concep-
tion of social progress:

You must drop all your democracy. You must not
believein “the people.” One class is no better than
another. It must be a case of Wisdom, or Truth. Let
the working classes be working classes. That is the



truth. There must be an aristocracy of people who
have wisdom, and there must be a Ruler: a Kaiser: no
11

Presidents and democracies.

Lawrence’s contempt of the masses made him turn to
authoritarianism and a belief in the need for a great
and supreme leader. The German system of govern-
ment therefore, undemocratic and politically back-
ward, with power vested in a strong king and a
powerful feudal aristocracy was closer to his ideal
than the English parliamentary system. His admira-
tion for German, notably Prussian, history is evident
in Movements in Furopean History where, beginning
with Ancient Rome, he exalts Teutonic warriors,
disdains the “muddled” French Revolution, lauds the
rise of Prussia, and concludes with the unification of
Germany in 1811.

Intellectually then, Lawrence’s artistic develop-
ment drew largely on Germany’s political, cultural,
and philosophical heritage and it would be pertinent
to evaluate the stories of the “German cycle” in a
much broader perspective of what could aptly be
called the “German period” of his life. However
brief his stay on the continent, from May 1912 to
June 1914, the whirlwind and eventful two years of
intense production saw not only the completion of
Sons and Lovers but also the birth, in first form, of
his greatest novels, The Rainbow and Women in
Love. From the moment of his arrival on German
soil, German places and characters are ubiquitous in
his writings. This propensity was not stifled by his
abrupt return to England; the German influence inten-
sifies and peaks in Women in Love, thereby extend-
ing the sphere of the “German period” to 1916, the

date of its completion. Ronald Gray sees in Women

in Love a novel “almost cast in a German mould” for
its predominant German structure, the prevalence of
many German words and the central Nieztschean

13
themes of nihilism and despair. On an equal footing

the Italian experience was also a fountainhead of
creativity, yet it could be argued that Italy represent-
ed an ideal while Germany was a disturbing reality
which reflected if not incarnated Lawrence’s own
struggles with dualism. For this reason much of his
writings on Italy may appear impressionistic when
compared with the magnitude of the German mﬂu
ence which gave birth to his supreme ach1evement

The term “German cycle” refers to the trilogy of
“The Prussian Officer” and “The
Thorn in the Flesh,” written in Germany in June
1913, and “The Mortal Coil,” written in Italy in 1914.

Besides the general tone of disapprobation of the

military tales,

German army, manifested clearly and chiefly in these
tales, other common traits attest to the unity of the
trilogy: they all take place in Germany, the charac-
ters are German officers and common soldiers, set
against the background of military training and
manoeuvres. As remote as the German stories are
from the Brangwens and the Criches of the Midland
mining country in 7he Rainbow and Women in Love,
the fact that Lawrence was working simultaneously
on the two genres explains the striking similarities:
the identical scenes in “The Mortal Coil” and 7he
Rainbow, the close parallels in characterization, the
pervasiveness of the shell as dominant image, meta-
phor, or symbol, and above all, the appearance of a
new typecast in the portrait of the aristocratic Ger-
man officer.

Lawrence’s contempt of German officers had been
adumbrated in his earliest “sketches” of the German
army in Metz, two of which, a letter of August, 1912
tells us, were rejected for publication by the West-
minster Gazettefor being “too anti-German.” Making
no distinction between aristocrat and non-aristocrat,
understandable when considering that in 1913 the
nobility accounted for only 30% of the entire officer
corps, Lawrence’s comments reveal that for him it



was a question of mentality and comportment rather
than of class: “I wonder to myself if my dislike of
these German officers is racial, or owing to present
national feelings or if it is a temperamental aversion.
I decide on the last.” And yet in “Twilight in Italy”
he alludes to the privileged status of Prussian offi-
cers, a solidly entrenched tradition that went back to
the establishment of the Junker nobility as a military
elite by Frederick William: “The Swiss do not look
very military....They were very republican and very
free. The officer who commanded them was one of
themselves, his authority was by consent. It was all
very pleasant and genuine; there was a sense of ease
and peacefulness, quite different from the mechani-
cal, slightly sullen manoeuvring of the Germans.” As
late as 1923, in the chapter “Nightmare” in the novel
Kangaroo, he recollects with dread, “how much he
detested the Gern}an military creatures, mechanical
bullies they were.” The aspects of German militarism
that Lawrence found particularly repulsive were thus
from the very beginning unquestionably patent: the
nature of its officers and the mechanical aspect of its
discipline.

This abhorrence of the German military however,
must be analyzed from the viewpoint of Lawrence’s
deep-seated aversion for militarism in general, which
the German military not only reflected, but came to
epitomize. If, as Emilio Willems has pointed out,
anti-militarism in England, where civilian authority
remained undisputed since Oliver Cromwell, was a
distinct trait of British society, Lawrence’s stand
would be an unostensibly conventional, even conser-
vative mode of thinking were it not for the associa-
tion that he made of militarism with industrialism,
that it was a parallel evil to industrialis;rgl. Richard
Aldington remarks that Lawrence’s “instinctive hor-
ror and fear of the industrial machine, so acute as to
be almost insane, was transferred to the military

machine}? In this light, no other country in Europe
would have been a better object of criticism than
militaristic Germany, for although Germany’s indus-
trialization had a late start in the mid-nineteenth
century, it had, by the turn of the century, not only
equalled Great Britain in industﬁal production but
had surpassed her in total outpuizo. Accordingly, the
German military, in Lawrence’s time still very much
in effect the Prussian army, was for its legendary
discipline the most vulnerable to Lawrence’s condem-
nation of what he considered to be the paramount
evil of militarism—military discipline. The essence
of traditional Prussian military virtues were all
anti-Lawrentian, beginning with the Hegelian con-
cept of the state as an all-embracing absolute, the
Protestant capacity for organization, the willingness
to sacrifice, and the zealous belief in duty as the
highest call, all of which assumed blind obedience
and which for Lawrence constituted a flagrant denial
of the self and the degradation of the indjviduazll. The
theme of the adverse effects of regimentation,
mechanical obedience, and subordination to “warped
authority” finds expression in countless other works,
and became, it would seem, a lifelong preoccupation.
In Sons and Lovers, Arthur resents “the authority of
the petty officers” and “having to obey as if he were
an animal,” yet there is a sense of vindication
because, “The army had disciplined his body, but not
his soul”(SL301). For Durant in “Daughters of the
Vicar” subordination meant humiliation: “For years
he fought with himself under the military discipline,
for his own self-respect, struggling through blind
anger and shame and a cramping sense of inferior-
ity.%gKingsley Widmer observes that the hero of
“England, My England” feels “bodily and spiritually
corrupted” by the army’s “uncleanness, mass dreari-
ness and mechanism,” all attributes which could have
described the grim aspects of the industrialized cities



of Lawrence’s dagi. The heroine of The Rainbow
voices Lawrence’s “tin soldier” phobia when she
declares, “I hate soldiers, they are stiff and wooden”
(R311), and in Women in Love Lawrence transposes
the theme to the civilian sphere in descriptions of the
industrialization of the mines, the total submission of
the miners to “the perfect inhuman machine”
(WL257), and the spiritual depravity ensuing from
“the destruction of the organic purpose, the organic
unity, and the subordination of every organic unit to
the great mechanical purpose”(260). Perhaps this
revulsion for military discipline is best evoked in the
recollections of his personal experience with con-
scription. From June, 1916 to September, 1918
Lawrence was regularly summoned by the drafting
authorities, subjected to medical examinations, and
even spent the night on two occasions in barracks.
Although his frail health gave him total exemption
from military service, he recalls the traumatic expe-
rience with bitterness: “It is the annulling of all one
stands for, this militarism, the snipping of the very
germ of one’ s being”(LL355).

IT

A cogent and reliable point of departure for any
discussion on what is heroic according to Lawrence
lies in his dialectic prescribing individual salvation.
For the prophet of spiritual renewal this assuredly
meant salvation not in the Christian sense of heaven
and hell, but a firm and secular belief in leading a
meaningful existence in this life. To achieve this end,
the Lawrentian hero must undergo a formidable test
of integrity, before he can emerge, in words bor-
rowed from Mark Spilka, “from some partial or
mechanical state of being into organic wholeness.%;1
George A. Panichas defines true heroism for

Lawrence as “essentially an inner heroism that influ-

ences conscience and character, and fortifies mind
and soul.gg Keith May expounds that self-realization,
or “becoming what one is” is the supreme value and
“the one factor that separates Lawrence’s heroes and
heroines from the rest of his characters.%? All of these
critics however agree that only a select few of
Lawrence’s characters ever attain the privileged
status of her207;the heroic impulse is brought to test
in a regenerative process which involves a revelation,
conditioned by a spontaneous, almost innate predis-
position to the irrational callings of the unconscious.
In the absence of a paragon, there is only a norm, the
hero being characterized essentially by the following
features: (a) inner division, or psychical imbalance
caused by contradictory impulses, counterpoised by a
vitalistic awareness of his condition (b) a striving to
break through this psychological barrier to achieve
wholeness, or “maximum of being” which entails
freeing the self from the spurious bondage of society,
tradition and ideals (c¢) a kinetic transformation
through love, which is not an end in itself but which,
under the right conditions, engenders a total recon-
struction of the individual (d) a recognition of the
death of the “old self” and the birth of a new, with
full acceptance of the unconscious and a readiness to
venture into the unknown. The polar opposite of the
hero on all of these points would conveniently and
schematically define the antihero, a character whose
deficiencies prevent him from exploring all of the
life-giving facets of consciousness, deny any growth
and awakening, and relegate him to a vacuous life of
stagnation and spiritual bankruptcy. By his tragic
nature, his immersion in feelings of remorse, guilt,
despair, and futility, the antihero at times comes
exceedingly close to being a tragic hero but misses
the mark for his lack of the Lawrentian virtue of a
supremely transcendent inwardness. The antiheroes

of the German period who fall into this category are



the aristocratic officers, Captain Hauptmann in “The
Prussian Officer,” Baron von Friedeburg in “The
Mortal Coil,” the German-like Polish aristocrat
Anton Skrebensky in 7The Rainbow, and the Ger-
manophile industrialist Gerald Crich in Women in
Love. Although neither German nor an officer, the
analysis cannot preclude Gerald Crich, the British-
man who symbolically rejects Oxford for a German
education, the negative apotheosis of the Nordic
male in whom we find echoes of a Wagnerian hero
and of Nietzsche’s “blond beast,” and who in embody-
ing most resonantly the Teutonic strengths and
weaknesses, appears in the final analysis perhaps the

most Prussian of the Prussian officers.

(A) Dichotomy of Body and Soul and the Theme of
Inadequate Manhood

The striking feature of the aristocratic German
officer is his wvirility. Tall, handsome, slender and
well-built, his forceful exterior is complemented by a
refined demeanor and an air of superiority which set
him apart from others: Captain Hauptmann,
“haughty and overbearing”(PO8) is also a gentleman
with “cultivated movements”(10); Baron von
Friedeburg with “an aristocratic fineness of phy-
sique”(MC218) considers himself “an aristocrat,
good-looking, the sensitive superior of most men”
(218); Anton Skrebensky, possessing “the nature of an
aristocrat” is “so distinct, self-contained’(R292); Ger-
ald Crich has “a strange, guarded look, as if he did
not belong to the same creation as the people about
him”(WL15). F.B.Pinion has commented that “the
sexuality of Gerald and Skrebensky, both masterful
riders, is associated with horses.%? This view 1is easily
substantiated: Hauptmann, “one of the best horsemen
in the West” (8) spends most of his time on horse-
back; Skrebensky has “some of a horseman’s sure-

ness and habitual definiteness of decision, also some

of the horseman’s animal darkness’(443); Gerald’s
dead body reminds Birkin of “a dead stallion he had

seen, a dead mass of maleness, repugnant’(540).
When juxtaposed with Birkin’ s earlier musings on
Gerald, “the physical, animal man.... as if fated,

doomed, limited.... a sort of fatal halfness”(232), it is
evident that the horse is both a symbol of the officer’s
virility and a negative symbol of animality. The
officer’s masculinity is asserted yet arrested; his
seductiveness brings him initial success with women,
but his form of love is only physical, and the inevi-
table consequences of such a relationship eventually
lay bare his inadequate manhood. Parallel to the
horse is another equally negative symbol—the shell.
Destitute of spirituality, the officer is just a shell, a
body with no core, or soul, and by this the symbolism
is extended one step further to project the hollowness
of a purely physical existence. In The Rainbow,

Ursula reflects on Skrebensky:

And she restored the whole shell of him. She restored
the whole form and figure of him. But the core was
gone. His pride was bolstered up, his blood ran once
more in pride. But there was no core to him: as a
distinct male he had no core.(323)

In “The Mortal Coil”, when Friedeburg awakens in

the morning:

He felt as if someone had stolen away his being in the
night, he was moving about a light, quick shell, with
all his meaning absent. His body was quick and active,
but all his deep understanding;his soul was gone.(227)
In a scene almost identical with the one above,
Ursula watches Skrebensky as he goes through his
toilet, “his movements intent and quick” and by this
he seems “added up, finished’(R473). The words

» o«

“light,” “quick,” “quickly,” “active,” project an imag-
ery of energy, but if we take as a guideline John
Beer’s elucidation that such words “hint at qualities

that can be caught only in movement and are essen-



tially elusive and fugitive,” we would have to con-
clude that the imagery is not one of life-enhancing
vitality, but rather a negative implication of non-
being, of the lightness because devoid of substance, of
an empty shell unhampered by the weightlessness of
the corzé.

Lawrence’s emphasis on the need for something
beyond the physical, expressed aphoristically, “The
body is immediate, the spirit is beyond”(L361), defies
the vitiation of the association of his name with
sexual freedom and “immoralism,” for the truth is,
there was no sterner advocate of balance between
the physical and the spiritual in a “pure” and healthy
relationship, this wholeness in love being in turn an
essential step to achieving maximum of being. Emile
Delavenay comments, “The puritan in Lawrence
cannot surrender to so exclusive a cult of the body”
and adduces a passage from the author: “Passion is
an instrument, a means; and to mistake the means
for the end is to leave oneself at last ernpty.:;;) This
new attitude to love reflects a radical shift in mental
attitude which ostensibly is not the Lawrence of Sons
and Lovers. An antipodal character of the all-too
virile officer with no soul, Paul Morel, Lawrence’s

autobiographical self in the novel, is mother-fixated
and recoils from physical contact with women. The

same typecast reappears in “Daughters of the Vicar,”
but in this story of 1913, the protagonist meets a
woman who helps him to overcome his inhibitions;
they marry and set forth to Canada. Clearly this is a
retelling of Lawrence’s own union with Frieda which
presumably had delivered him from his deep “split”
of the Croydon years. Yet the stories of the German
cycle find Lawrence still agonizing over a dichotomy,
not the conflictive dualism of mind and body, but one
rephrased and given new meaning, that of the dual-
ism of body and soul. Paradoxically once reconciled

with the physical Lawrence rejects the purely physi-

cal as being another form of imbalance and presents,
in somewhat hegelian fashion, to his thesis of the
psychically impotent, emasculated male, his antithe-
sis of the sensual and virile male, incarnated in the
German officer. Lawrence had again reached a bitter
stalemate. His concern with “halfness” arising from
either physical or spiritual depravity became almost
an obsession, and to prove his point he explored
many variations on the same theme. His later fiction
will see yet another typecast, the personification of
the mental consciousness blocking “blood prescience”
in the repressed intellectuals of “The Blind Man” and
“The Lovely Lady.”

In order to reach a turning point in his quest for
wholeness, it was imperative for Lawrence to define
the spiritual, or the soul. While his theoretical writ-

ings were to appear a decade later in 1921 and 1922,
and then even in generalized and vague terms: “the
soul being that ever unknowable reality which causes
us to rise into being,” “by the unconscious, we do
mean the soul,%’1 in this period from 1912 to 1916,
Lawrence worked chiefly through imagery and sym-
bolisr;;. Of capital importance to this study is the
short story “New Eve and Old Adam,” written in
1912, where the shell to my knowledge appears for
the first time as a personal symbol and in conjunction
with Lawrence’s attempt to unravel the mysteries of
the soul. The couple Peter and Paula portray
Lawrence and Frieda, and Paul’s search for “the
elemental male” and “the intrinsic being”(NE180)

mirrors Lawrence’ s own search for a more integrated
manhood. Reflections of this preoccupation appear

again and again in the novels and military tales, in
the elusiveness of Friedeburg’s “naked self’ (MC10),
“the free indomitable self-sufficient being”(MC218),
in Hauptmann’s “innate self’(PO10), and in Skrebens-
ky's “intrinsic,” or “distinct male”(R323). For Peter-
Lawrence, the shell appears at a moment of



unresolvable conflicts and the seemingly imminent
breakdown of his marriage, just as it appears in 7he
Raimmbow and “The Mortal Coil” to sound the end of
a relationship. The shell also appears specifically
upon awakening from a night’s sleep, or the morning
after the lovers’ night together, implying that the
soul emerges in the darkness of sleep, or in sexual
consummation. After a heated argument with Paula,
Peter, whose body “had gone meaningless to him”
and which “felt like a piece of waste”’(NE179), turns

off the light to go to sleep:

It was his blood, and the elemental male in it, that now
rose from him.... whilst that dark, unknown being,
which lived below all his consciousness in the eternal
gloom of his blood, heaved and raged blindly against
him.(180)

Peter awakens, though completely oblivious to this
vital, spontaneous under-life, his mind “limpidly
clear” (181):

In the morning he got up, thin and quiet, without much
movement anywhere, only with some of the clearing
after-storm. His body felt like a clean, empty shell.
(181

Like Friedeburg who upon awakening moves about
“a light, quick shell, with its meaning absent’(227),
Peter’ s opaqueness to the unconscious is imaged in
the “clean, empty shell” and he returns to his “day-
time consciousness” or “the everyday life where one
knows nothing of the underneath”(180), resuming his
daily routine much in the same way that Friedeburg
does, mechanically. While all of the antiheroes fail
to grasp the unconscious, the character who comes
closest to acknowledging it is, ironically, a woman.
For Ursula in The Rainbow, the unconscious which
invades her “daytime consciousness” transforms her,
and this inability to clearly demarcate the body and
the soul indicates that she is on the road to whole-

ness-

Her everyday self was just the same. She merely had
another, stronger self that knew the darkness.... This

curious separate strength, that existed in darkness and
pride of night, never forsook her.... The world existed
only in a secondary sense: she existed supremely.... She
continued at college, in her ordinary routine, merely as
a cover to her dark, powerful under-life.(452)

(B) Theme of Nullification and Identity Crisis
More than his failure in love, the aristocratic
officer is shattered by the crumbling of the belief in

his profession as the essence of his being. Statements
like Friedeburg’s, “My career is my life’(MC217), and
Skrebensky’s, “I belong to the nation”(R311), are
revelatory of their having no other higher spiritual
values for life apart from the army. Lawrence firmly
believed that profession alone did not make the man,
and parenthetically, did not assure his being, espe-
cially when blind devotion to career, duty, or nation
was pursued at the expense of individualitgi. He
writes: “Don’t let your nation be a symbol of your
manhood.... We must have the courage to cast off the
old symbols, the old traditions...What we want is the
fulfilment of our desires, down to the deepest and
most spiritual desire...”(L361). Thus Friedeburg, a
stranger to his “naked self,” has “no belief in himself,
as a separate isolated being...apart from the social
fabric he belonged to, he felt himself nothing, a
cipher”(MC218), and Skrebensky, ignoring his “intrin-
sic self,” is “just a brick in the whole great social
fabric” (R328).

In the Lawrentian gallery of undeveloped male
protagonists, there are many other examples of those
chasing after “false gods.” The “monomania” for
Gerald Crich, his “exalted activity” is the machine;
for the intellectuals it is erudition, the earliest proto-
type being the German scholar in “New Eve and Old
Adam” who “had never come into touch with life
save through literature”(185). Whatever the nature
of monomania, the common denominator for all is

the same: the individual is cancelled out and the hope



of attaining the Lawrentian virtue of independence,
or “isolate self-responsibility” lies far beyond reach.
These misplaced goals engender consequences which
Lawrence deems are inevitable. The officer’s self-
esteem suffers, he becomes demoralized and thus
vulnerable to either external factors or inner reac-
tion which ultimately bring on an identity crisis: not
knowing who he is and what he stands for, and
sensing his meaningless existence, the officer comes
face to face with his nullity. When Friedeburg risks
expulsion from the army for his gambling debts he
reflects, “...cut him off from all this, and what was
he? A palpitating rag of meaningless human life”
MC2 1383). When Skrebensky is abandoned by Ursula,
he laments, “only the cipher of him was there, noth-
ing was filled in...He had no being, no contents”
(R458). On the other hand, Gerald’s reaction comes
from deep within himself: “Once or twice lately,
when he was alone in the evening and had nothing to
do, he had suddenly stood up in terror, not knowing
what he was”(WL261). Because like all of the anti-
heroes he is “limited to one form of existence, one
knowledge, and one activity”(232), Gerald feels
“utterly hollow”(300) and confronts in the end, “the
misery of nothingness” and “the stress of his own

emptiness”(300).
The women play a primordial role in confirming

the officers’ nullification, for issue from “the people,”
they are, Lawrence seems to say, more self-sufficient
and psychically balanceigl. Marta and Ursula sense
their lovers’ deficiencies and do not hesitate to com-
municate their dissatisfaction. They mock at the
officers’ adherence to the army and their identifica-
tion with “the uniform,” but even more remarkable is
their piercing insight which enables them to see
through their men, assess the flaws and realize the
futility of the relationship. Their perception exists
on two planes: that which is seen, the body, or shell,

“the blank figure,” and its elusive movements, and
that which is unseen, the part of the man which
amounts to his nothingness, his non-being. Marta is
“not aware of any presence...How could one lay hold
of him? Where was he? What was he?”(MC227).
Ursula is baffled by Skrebensky’s vague and unreal
presence: “What was this nothingness she felt? The
nothingness was Skrebensky. Was he really there?
Who was he?’(R322).

(C) Theme of Awareness and Fatality

The realization of his nullity and meaningless
existence fills the antihero with dread, despair and a
sense of fatality, yet resignation is the only reaction
of which he is capable. His limitations are
compounded by the fact that the awareness of the
abjectness of his condition amounts only to a subtlely
deceptive view of the dire consequences rather than
the cause. This partial awareness ignores the psychic
process of individuation and thus the officer i1s a
static, vacuous character. While symbolizing empti-
ness, or hollowness, the shell for him does not seal,
trap, or isolate, and feeling no compulsion to escape,
there is correspondingly no hope of ever breaking
out. However, in the quantitative and qualitative
aspects of his awareness, in other words, how much
the character knows and how he deals with it, there
are similarities and contrasts.

Friedeburg exemplifies utter helplessness and
pure fatalism, for in spite of rueful monologues about
his destitute condition, he resolves that his body must
move on “through misery upon misery, as is our fate.
There was no emergence, only this progress through
misery unto misery, till the end”(MC234). This tragic
sense of life is not perceptible in Skrebensky who
cannot surrender to such a total resignation.
Although he realizes that his service to the nation
would not give him “the vital fulfilment of the soul,”



he makes the supreme sacrifice of his self to “serving
what he had to serve, enduring what he had to
endure’(R328). With “a sense of fatality about him”
(291), Skrebensky seems almost predestined from the
start to adversity, and of all the antiheroes will
experience most painfully the destruction of his com-
placency and the complete breakdown of his every-
day self. Ursula’s rejection of him is the cataclysm
and his disintegration is depicted in the words “hor-
ror and “madness” “the horror of not-being”(458),
“the cold horror gradually soaked into him”(457),
“the madness accumulated in him”’(458). Losing all
composure and almost deranged, he becomes desper-
ate, and in his desperation his defense mechanism
functions wildly; his will broken, he nonetheless
clings to the “life of his body”’(481), to “immediate
things”(483), by turning to drinking and women.

Gerald is also attributed with “a strange sense of
fatality”(WL232) and while like his counterpart feels
“sterile horror, that his mystic reasoning was break-
ing”(262), he exhibits more self-control than Skreben-
sky because in his “sterile way” he is able to remain
outwardly “calm, calculative and healthy”(261).
Although Gerald’s will holds strong, “the stress” and
“the strain” of the contradictions tearing him apart
will not be able to deter the crisis which will inevi-
tably set him on a fatal course of self-destruction.
Hauptmann, the prototype of all of the German
officers, is the least developed, because the most
hardened. He is the most successful in suppressing
his instincts because, Prussian to the core, his iron
will commands his every thought and feeling in the
same way that he commands his men: “He did not
choose to be touched into life”(PO9); “He was not
going to allow such a thing as the stirring of his
innate self”(10). The suppressed passion for his
orderly however, betrays Hauptmann’s sang-froid

when the latter begins to show signs of going “irri-

”

tably insane,” “mad with irritation”(12), and when it
finally flares up in bullying, sadism, and in physical
violence towards the youth. Hauptmann’s break-
down is described in multiple terms, as “a counter-
action, a horrible breaking down of something inside
him, a whole agony of reaction, a chaos of sensation”
(15), but he falls back on his rigid will to help him to
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“fight off,” “prevent,” “suppress,” “refuse,” and
“deny” (16), and the man who is always “successful in
his denial’(16) emerges “firmer and prouder with
life’(18). Both Hauptmann and Gerald attain a cer-
tain degree of success in preserving intact the con-
scious man, but the results of their efforts are clearly
self-deceptive because both are literally torn apart by

their warring halves.

In Friedeburg and Skrebensky this dead-end aware-
ness is manifested in the symbolism of the mechani-
cal, the characters becoming, in words borrowed

from Daniel Schneider, “a dead mechanical nu]lity.:j?
In the scene preceding Friedeburg’s thoughts of

death, his actions are all automatic or mechanical:
“automatically he got up...He went over to her
automatically(MC227)...Yes’, he said, mechanically”
(229). The next scene finds him marching in the
night, where the word “cold”, associated with death,
is all-pervasive: “his heart was cold, cold mud,” “he
almost wept with cold, stark despair’(233), “a frozen
dead country,” “his face deadened by the cold air,”
“His life was to him like this dead, cold bread in his
mouth,” “the cold, formless, hideous grey structure of
hell”(234). When Skrebensky first senses “the death
towards which they were wandering”(R456), the
order is reversed. First comes the imagery projected
by the word “cold,” followed by that constructed
around the word “mechanical”: “a cold feeling of
death”(456), “the cold horror,” “the ghastly cold sor-
didness of the tram-car,” “cold, ashen sterility,” “cold
world of rigidity,” “dead walls and mechanical traf-



fic,” “his life was a dry, mechanical movement’(457),
“mechanical registering took place in him,” “only the
mechanism of his life continued”(458). Besides “cold
and “mechanical,” the symbolic associates of death

are “ashen,” “sterile” , “dry,” “rigid,” “fixed,”
and “stiff. ”
(D) Theme of Death

The imagery of the mechanical, its metaphorical
heightening leading to and inseparable from the
theme of death, is the central imagery of the persona
of the aristocratic officer. The antihero is defined in
terms of death, and all four characters die, either
physically, by murder or suicide, or figuratively, a
spiritual death of the soul. Lawrence’s metaphysics
of death however, which is not that of the antihero,
postulates the mystical belief in death as a precondi-
tion for life renewal, the essential step to achieving
true being, and is an idea close to Nietzsche’s the-
ories of death and rebirth in 7Thus Spoke Zarathustra:
“There must be much bitter dying in your life,” “The
way to achieve true nobility is to learn to die the
death that consumrnates.?’6 In the same vein, Lawren-
ce writes in “The Reality of Peace” “The man I
know myself to be must be destroyed before the true
man I am can exist. The old man in me must die and
be put away.g’7 The tragedy of the officer, his fatal
flaw, is that he lacks the faculties conducive to this
regenerative process and thereby inadvertently relin-
quishes transfiguration, transcendence, and ultimate-
ly, salvation. The officer intuitively confronts death
as the horror and dread of non-being, but as devastat-
ing as his awareness is, it leads only to the death of
his soul, a figurative death in life. The shell of his
body moves on, but he is divorced from life and
becomes what Lawrence calls “the living dead.”

Even before he is killed by his orderly, many
symbolic associates of death allude to the fact that

Hauptmann is one of the “living dead™ the “tense,
rigid body that had become almost unliving, fixed”
(PO9), “his stiffened discipline”(10), “rigid with a
will’(15). At the end of Women in Love Gerald seeks
his own death in the icy alpine peaks, a symbol of
self-denial, but even before this, he has a taste of
death in the deathly progression of his inner conflicts.
The shell here is not an ontological symbol of unful-
filled being, but a metaphor of life and death:
He went on more or less mechanically with his busi-
ness...The real activity was this ghastly wrestling for
death in his own soul...But as the fight went on, and all
that he had been and was continued to be destroyed, so
that life was a hollow shell all round him...and inside
this hollow shell was all the darkness and fearful space
of death, he knew he would have to find reinforce-
ments, otherwise he would collapse inwards upon the
great dark void which circled at the centre of his soul...
Something must come with him into the hollow void of

death in his soul, fill it up, and so equalize the pressure
within to the pressure without...(WL363)

Friedeburg is similarly tormented by a death instinct
and ‘like a man condemned to die’(MC231) wishes
for death as the only solution to his crisis. His death
wish is a soldier’s chimera: “..the hard activity of
mock warfare. Would to God it were real: war, with
the prize of death!”(233). The end comes upon him
unexpectedly, when he hears of Marta’s death: “This
was the end of him. The quick of him was pierced
and killed”(236). The fact that Skrebensky experi-
ences most vividly the interrelatedness of his nullity,
non-being and death of the soul would dispute the
view held by several critics that as a character, he 1s
not realised fully enougﬁ. Skrebensky knows that
the army would never give him the fulfillment of the
soul: “At the bottom of his heart, his self, the soul
that aspired and had true hope of self-effectuation
lay as dead, still-born, a dead weight in his tomb”
(R328). Distressed by this his vision becomes more

and more apocalyptic: “To his own intrinsic life he



was dead. And he could not rise again from the
dead,” and finally, when rejected by Ursula, he expe-
riences death in life: “..this death of himself came
over him, when he walked about like a body from
which all individual life is gone’(462). While display-
ing the most heightened awareness Skrebensky is the
most pathetic of all of the antiheroes because, in a
reaction typical of the “living dead,” he fights to
salvage his daytime self by quickly marrying some-
one else, an act contrived to “screen himself from the
darkness, the challenge of his soul”(483).

I

Lawrence’s revulsion for military discipline is
nowhere more emphatic than in “The Prussian Offi-
cer” and “The Thorn in the Flesh,” tales of revolt
and desertion in the German army. After having lived
nearly a year in Germany, with firsthand experience
of its officer milieu, the author reports completion to
Edward Garnett in June 1913, of “the best short story
I have ever done—about a German officer in the
army and his orderly” and “three good short stories-
two about German soldier life’(L125). Little did
Lawrence know that he had written one of his most
controversial pieces of shorter prose fiction, and that
“The Prussian Officer,” easily one of the most com-
mentated of all of his stories, would suscitate a grand
polemic, dividing his critics into fiercely antithetical
positions: Gerald Ford regards it as one of his best
short storieg; Keith Cushman applauds it as an
“artistic breakthrough,%’1 Daniel Weiss as “a master-

42
piece of observed reality”; on the other hand, Vir-
ginia Wolf criticized it for its “forced obscenity,”

Harry T. Moore for its “homosexual-sadistic
frenzy”; Graham Hough calls it a “repulsively power-

43
ful story of a sadistic, quasi-homosexual relation”;
F.R.Leavis, one of Lawrence’s earliest and staunchest

supporters commented that it was “in an early
Lawrence vein that he soon outgrew, sultrily over-
charged emotionally and sensually, unpleasant and
immature.%;4 Assuredly, Lawrence had depicted not
only “soldier life,” but the worst of German milita-
rism, the darker aspects of which grew to be synony-
mous with Prussianism: the severity of its discipline,
the excess of corporal punishment, and the exi-
gencies of mechanical obediencg. The stories were
published in the English Reviewin the crucial months
of June and August 1914, which ironically coincided
with the events leading to Britain’s declaration of
war on Germany on August 4tﬁ. Lawrence’s pur-
pose, however, was neither to undermine the cele-
brated Prussian discipline, nor to sanction defiance
and rebellion against any given order to bolster the
ideological baggage of future revolutionaries, but to
demonstrate revolt as an expression of selfhood. The
Lawrentian hero emerges in the common soldier: an
orderly kills his commanding officer in an act of pure
vengeance; a fresh recruit knocks his sergeant down
into a moat in the course of routine military manoeu-
vres, and both embark on a fateful voyage inward,
answering only to their inner selves, venturing to go
out of the everyday world into the unknown, to find
themselves in the end, completely transformed.
Their processes of self-realization will be examined
from the angles of characterization, motivation,
action, and denouement.

The subtle differences in characterization
between the two young soldiers of peasant origin
reflect new sensitivities in the development of
Lawrence’s thinking. While his portrait of the aristo-
cratic officer could hardly be called favorable,
Lawrence seems to commend the virtues of the lower
classes in the common soldier. Bachmann’s innate
gentility, and Schoner’ s animal spontaneity (ot to be

confused with “animality”) are mirrored in their



physical features, which in themselves are often a
reliable guide, if the not the key, to understanding
Lawrentian characters. Bachmann in “The Thorn in
the Flesh” is tall, limber, handsome, blond with blue
eyes, and “not quite a common soldier.” Coming from
well-to-do farming stock, he has “a native, fine breed-
ing,” and is “a gentleman in sensibility, though his
intellect was not developed”’(TF41). In appearance
and demeanor then, Bachmann shares resemblances
with the aristocratic officer, although the allusions to
his Teutonic features and refinement serve a differ-
ent purpose. Keith Cushman comments that this
description of Bachmann, with resonances of a “natu-
ral aristocrat,” was added only to the final version
and finds it somewhat strange when at the same time
the author was deemphasizing class in “Daughters of
the Vlc.eur.%’7 Enlightening as Mr. Cushman’ s opinion
1s, it could also be argued that Bachmann, whose
“innate gentility” has nothing to do with social class,
is one of the earliest examples of “the heroic soul,” a
concept akin to Nietzsche’s “higher man” whose
deepest impulse is to create a new selthood and new
values. Like Nieztsche, Lawrence believed that to
obtain “true nobility the higher man must accept the
death of the old self and rebirth, a requirement which
Bachmann fulfills by his revolt and later through

love and passion.

By contrast, the protagonist in “The Prussian
Officer” typifies a plebeian. He is short, heavy,
swarthy, with a “warm, full nature” and “dark expres-
sionless eyes that seemed never to have thought, only
to have received life direct through his senses, and
acted straight from instinct”(PO9). The magnanimity
with which Lawrence describes Schoner, and the
importance given to his qualities of innocence, spon-
taneity and unconsciousness reflect again a sudden
shift in tone from that of .Sons and Lovers, where the

brutal father, Walter Morel is scorned for his primi-

tive mindlessness and his unconscious and instinctive
vitality. In “The Prussian Officer” Lawrence exposes
in full view a conviction that had been latent in Sons
and Lovers: “Only from the middle class one gets
ideas, and from the common people—life itself,
warmth”(SL313). Although the problem of the
Oedipal relationship in that early novel was never
fully resolved, Lawrence here shows definite signs of
accepting the father, for what was an object of
derision in Walter Morel becomes an object of envy
in the orderly.

As his physical features seem to imply, Bachmann
does not possess Schoner’ s “natural completeness in
himself”(PO9). The “self-conscious strain in his blue
eyes’(TF30) is the tip of an iceberg concealing all of
the classic symptoms of a malignant split: “this was
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in suppression now,” “something held him down,”
“bound in a very dark enclosure’(31). His military
consciousness creates a polarity of body and soul:
He marched with his usual ease...But his body went on
by itself. His spirit was clenched apart. And ever the
few soldiers drew nearer and nearer to the town, ever
the consciousness of the youth became more gripped
and separate, his body worked by a kind of mechanical
intelligence, a mere presence of mind.(31)
The body opposes the core, which in the case of the
common soldier signifies not emptiness, but a poten-
tial self, and the shell appears in both stories at the
crucial moment when the soldier, who feels the body
as a threat to his being, acknowledges “the core” as
his real, instinctive self.

Despite their opposite natures, both soldiers are
analogous in their motives for revolt, their resistance
being not so much against subordination as against
the brutal authority and physical debasement of
military discipline. Bachmann hits the face of the
officer when the latter “hauls him like a sack”
(TF34), and later reflects: “He could not bear his

shamed flesh to be put again between the hands of



authority”(35). The orderly is driven beyond the
limits of his tolerance when his Captain brutally
beats and kicks him. His immediate reaction is a
feeling of nullification; he feels himself “as nothing,”
“put out of existence”(PO17), “made empty, like an
empty shell”(18). The shell, a forceful symbol of
non-entity, is followed by the equally important imag-
ery of the “gap” which symbolizes alienation, a final
divorce from society, and which invariably sets him
on the path to revolt:“Nothing, however, could give
him back his living place in the hot, bright morning.
He felt like a gap among it all’(18); “They seemed
like dream people, as if all the other things were
there and had form, but he himself was only a con-
sciousness, a gap that could think and perceive’(19).
The motivating feeling for Bachmann is shame,
“plind, deep shame and ignominy’(TF34), and after
the revolt, he experiences the same sense of aliena-
tion, expressed by “a gap” “He could not gather
himself together. There was a gap in his soul. The
shame within him seemed to displace his strength
and his manhood’(39). Like the aristocratic officer,
the common soldier falls prey to a sense of inade-
quacy which threatens his manhood but instead of
accepting it fatalistically, he acts spontaneously on
his deepest impulse.

Perhaps the most significant aspect of the revolt
is its nature, that the soldiers act without reasoning
and in spite of themselves in what can be interpreted
as a purely physical and instinctive reaction, and
their first direct link with the unconscioug. Bach-
mann describes the driving force behind his action as
“a shock™ “He raised his arm, involuntarily, in self-
defence. A shock of horror went through him, as he
felt his forearm hit the face of the officer, a brutal
blow”(TF34). For the orderly, the word expressing
the instinctive and the involuntary is “flash,” which
recurs six times from the onset of the thought to the

completion of the murder: “A hot flash went through
the young servant’s body’(PO18); as the Captain
approaches, again “the great flash flared over the
body and soul of the orderly”(20); and again just
before he leaps to his attack, “the flash of flame”
goes through him and “the instinct which had been
jerking at the young man’s wrists suddenly jerked
free”(22).

The second parts of both stories recount their
flight, an action which proves to be just as instinctive
as the revolt, and which more than just an act of
desertion represents a symbolic and fateful voyage
inward of self-imposed outcasts from a society to
which they have become irreversibly indifferent.
After the assault, both find initial relief, followed by
an “immediate instinctive decision”(TF35) to flee, yet
their flight only accelerates their sense of alienation
and leads them to the unknown:

He knew he must go...For him, a change had come over
the world...He had gone out from every day life into
the unknown, and he could not, he even did not want to
go back.(P024,25)

He was leaving it all, the military world, the shame.
He was walking away from it..He was going to leave
this land, this life. Already he was in the unknown.
(TF35,39)

The “unknown” in Lawrence’s dialectic is associated
with the unconscious, and the protagonist who does
not resist being swept into its flux is on the road to
individual fulfillment. As the revolt is a manifesta-
tion of their instinctive selves, the common soldiers
accept the unknown as a natural consequence. For
the orderly, however, the awakening into conscious-
ness is fatal because he moves toward a death agony;
the more he advances into the forest, the more real
becomes his encounter with nothingness; he experi-
ences complete alienation, and finally dies delirious
in the wilderness. Bachmann projects a healthier

Lawrence, because he flees to his sweetheart by



whom he is “restored and completed’(TF44) through
love and passion: “He had won to his own being, in
himself and Emilie, he had drawn the stigma from his
shame, he was beginning to be himself’(47). The
basic distinction that “The Prussian Officer” is a
loveless tale and “The Thorn in the Flesh” is a story
of a love-consummation is a view that must be
nuanced in the light of Daniel Weiss’ psychoanalyti-
cal interpretation. With its strong overtones of
covert homosexuality, “The Prussian Officer” is also
a story of love and erotic completion: the aggres-
sivity and masculinity of the Captain complemented
by the orderly’s feminine qualities of submissive
self-surrender and passive acceptance, the sadistic
beating and retaliation by strangling as disguised
forms of sexual encounters, the relationship between
the two men being a love relationship in which the
outcome of the struggle, the strangulation, is an
abnormal substitutg The end of the story is thus a

consummation in death, or a love-death.

Lawrence’s central message, however, is the
kinetic transformation of the individual, the chronicle
of an inward journey from fragmented to total being.
The sense of alienation, the price they pay for
remaining true to themselves, is compensated by
newlyfound selfhood. The orderly who had felt him-
self as an “empty shell” will experience the hollow-
ness giving way to substance:

It was only the outside of orderly’s body that was

obeying so humbly and mechanically. Inside had grad-

ually accumulated a core into which all the energy of

that young life was compact and concentrated...But

hard there in the centre of his chest was himself,

himself, firm, and not to be plucked to pieces.(PO21)
When the military authorities finally come to take
Bachmann away:

He stood at attention. But only the shell of his body
was at attention. A curious silence, a blankness like
something eternal, possessed him. He remained true to

himself. (TF48)
That the common soldier has finally achieved self-
realization is indicated in the word “himself” a
newly discovered and a truer self, and what Lawren-
ce calls elsewhere “the naked,” “the intrinsic,” “the
innate,” selves. In recognizing “the core” as their
true selves, as something that was always there,
waiting to be acknowledged, Schoner and Bachmann
are rendered whole, above a purely mechanical and
physical existence, and military discipline or author-
ity can only touch the body, or shell, but not the man.

1. The shell is a dominant image and symbol of
Lawrence’s “German period,” a radically new and
momentous phase of the author’ s life. His flight with
Frieda Weekly, their subsequent marriage, the joys
and disappointments of conjugal life, all had genuine-
ly constructive and positive effects on the man and
artist, yet from beneath the semblance of a newly-
achieved balance arose far more complex and com-
pelling problems which dramatically altered Lawren-
ce’s views on male and female relationship. His
being for the first time in a foreign land had the
impact of a cultural, intellectual, and emotional
awakening, which transformed him from naif provin-
cial to observant cosmopolitan, as testified in the
contrast of the stark regionalism of Sons and Lovers
with the satirical worldliness of Women in Love.
These two currents undoubtedly nurtured the advent
of a maturer and a more composite Lawrence, helped
or hindered by the fact that he was in a perpetual
state of inner conflict, going from crisis to crisis, and
like Quixote, condemned to a relentless quest for
self-discovery. The appearance of the shell as a
personal symbol in “New Eve and Old Adam” is
indicative of a prolonged crisis; the unresolved and
residual problems of Sons and Lovers, the famous
Oedipal split which devastated Paul Morel, resurface



to treat the old theme of duality in an entirely
different light. Lawrence now puts a premium on the
non-physical, the spiritual, or more specifically, the
unconscious, as the link to wholeness, or integrated
being. Love and passion only subserve this ultimate
goal of life, a principle which amounts to saying that
the individual is preponderantly more important than
the couple. The force of his revelation runs parallel
to his choice of image, for while his earlier novels
were obscured by complex symbols with all too often
hidden implications, the shell is blatantly simple and
clear in its message. In his portrait of an antihero,
the aristocratic officer, the shell represents the un-
favorable association of a body depossessed of a soul;
the individual is thus a non-entity. The shell is a
more favorable image for the common soldier, whose
physicality does not go against the grain of the “full,
spontaneous self,” the body in his case merely hous-
ing and not entrapping the core.

2. While Lawrence in later years will focus on the
plight of women, particularly in his many highly
rated short stories of the early to mid-1920’s, the
main preoccupation of this stage of his life is the
sense of inadequacy in men. Reflecting his own inner

divisions and henceforth symbolizing a male crisis, it
can be safely concluded that the shell is essentially a
male symbol. Its usage is not only extensive, cutting
across all social barriers to include aristocrats as
well as plebeians, but will span Lawrence’s entire
writing career, reappearing with renewed urgency in
the stereotype of the repressed intellectual of “The
Blind Man” in 1918, and as late as 1927 in “The
Lovely Lady” three years before his death. Women,
however, are not totally precluded, for the shell is a
pervasive image throughout 7he Rainbow, where it
plays a primordial role in important scenes of Ursula’s

self-discovery. Coupled with its associates, “like a

nut from its shell” and “all husk and shell’(R493), the
shell represents bits and pieces of Ursula’s external
reality, such as a view from her window, a landscape,
“the vast encumbrances of the world’(492), these
being clearly metaphysical symbols of unreality.
Another variation of the motif is found in “The
Lovely Lady,” where the allusion to worms of
Pauline “squirming inside her shell,” projects another

discrepant imagery of inertia and decag(;. But the
rigid demarcation between the physical and the spiri-
tual, the paramount feature of the shell, is used
exclusively to portray Lawrence’s male characters, a
rendition that complied with his view at the time that
men are generally more divided and polarized than

women, who are more balanced.

3. Although Lawrence could hardly be called a cru-
sader for social reforms, intent on eradicating in-

equality and class distinctions, the sociological impli-
cations imbedded in the confrontation between offi-
cer and soldier, that is to say, in the themes of
common soldiers succeeding where aristocrats fail,
and of aristocrats envying common soldiers, there is
strong evidence that the inclination of this writing
phase is one marked by sympathy toward the lower
classes. Other supportive evidence are “Daughters of
the Vicar,” in which class is the villain and which
ends in the triumph of “life” over class, and the
testimony of the multitude of characters that crowd
the fiction of this period who possess the innate
potential of the lower classes for “full, spontaneous
being.” We have seen how, besides Bachmann and
Schoner, all of the female characters, Marta, Ursula,
and Emilie, are seen in an affirmative light because
“coming from the people,” they are endowed with the
unconscious and instinctive vitality essential for
wholeness.

This however, goes far from saying that Lawren-



ce was a champion of the people. His stand on the
issue of class was always an extraordinarily complex
and ambivalent one. He could treat the lower classes
with reverence as well as with satirical condemna-
tion and there is perhaps no other area in which he
needs to be more justified and defended than on the
issue of class. Born the son of a miner, his aristo-
cratic wife and his literary success gave him access
to the gentile world of letters and brought upon him
the charge of “class consciousness” or snobbery; for
his reluctance to rally to the cause of the betterment
of the political and material condition of the working
class, he was criticized for having turned his back on
his own social class; for his repudiation of democ-
racy, egalitarianism and humanitarianism, his dis-
trust and hatred of the masses, and his belief in the
need for a strong leader, he was called a reactionary.
Before all of these counts of reactionarianism or
pure indifference, two salient tendencies clearly
emerge in the works of 1912-1916 which help to
explain the absence of any definite commitment as
compared with other “engaged” writers of his day.
The first is that Lawrence was concerned with the
individual rather than with society. He was preoccu-
pied with exploring all facets of human consciousness
rather than in seeking practical solutions for mate-
rial progress in an industrialized world. Shunning
progress and materialism he could offer in its place
only a highly abstract, mystical and esoteric philoso-
phy for self-realization, or “organic wholeness,”
which understandably led to his being often mis-
understood, or not understood at all. Secondly, paral-
lel to the evolution of his increasingly spiritual quest,
Lawrence moved more and more towards misan-
thropy. Already apparent in 7he Rainbow, the social
criticism became universal in Women in Love, where
no social class is spared of his bitter irony and

contempt. The reason for his hatred of society and

his contempt for all classes is best summarized by
Emile Delavenay: “The satire is not that of a child of
the people directed against the upper classes and the
aristocracy, but an attack upon society as a whole by
a man rejecting en bloc, in an access of self-
mutilation, a society to which he feels himself a total
stranger.s’l’ The period of social maladjustment of
1914-1916 will lead to total alienation, culminating in
his final break with England in 1919, when he leaves

to travel the world.

4. How to interpret Lawrence’s disapproval, on one
hand, of men zealously devoted to the nation and the
army in a time of intense nationalism and utilitarian-
ism, of men dedicated to the advance of the machine
and technology in a time of mounting industrializa-
tion, and his approval, on the other, of men driven in
the name of integral selfhood to rebellion, murder
and desertion, is a concern that necessarily raises the
problem of the moral issue. While it could be easily
argued that Lawrence does not completely condone
murder and desertion, and that there is indeed much
conventional moralism in the denouement of “The
Prussian Officer” and “The Thorn in the Flesh”—the
orderly becomes delirious and dies in the forest, and
Bachmann is taken away by the military authorities
— the central message, affirmed in his basic nega-
tions and seemingly ironical inversion of values,
remains controversial and provocative. Understand-
ably Lawrence’s unconventionalism did strike a dis-
cordant note with the Western sensibility of his day,
and if taken at face value perhaps even would in
ours. For a man who was never intentionally a
moralist, the issues of vice or virtue, reward or
retribution, were among the least of his concerns, but
he became increasingly constrained to forge his own
ethic as he became increasingly committed to his role

as prophet of individual regeneration. The



Lawrentian scale of values, far from being a measure
of good and evil is determined by the impulses of the
soul, the integrity of the individual being dependent
on the ability, or inability to live accordingly with
one’s deepest promptings. What is important is to
answer to one’s wants, even if the fulfillment of one’s
deepest desires means defying conventions and shun-
ning established views of normality. For the common
soldier this waywardness not only remains outside
the sphere to which moral judgements apply, but is
also a manifestation of his attempt at transcending
morality, a reaching beyond good and evil in the
Nietzschean sense. So often in this way Lawrence
has dramatized the tensions between conformity and
non-conformity in powerfully negative themes of
extremity, rebellion, nihilism, demonism, and perver-
sity, yet these were always discourses on the extreme
exploration of consciousness and of the recalcitrant
realities buried in the soul.
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NOTES

1. Ronald Gray, “WOMEN IN LOVE and the German Tradi-
tion in Literature,” in D.HLAWRENCE: THE RAINBOW
AND WOMEN IN LOVE, A SELECTION OF CRITICAL
ESSAYS, ed. Colin Clarke (London:Macmillan Press,
1969), p.188.

2. Richard Aldington, D.HLAWRENCE: PORTRAIT OF A
GENIUS, BUT (New York:Collier Books,1961), p.106.

3. The von Richthofens, a Silesian family of the minor
Prussian landowning and military nobility, was impover
ished by a disastrous grandparental investment in sugar-
beet. Frieda’s father, Baron von Richthofen, a high-
ranking officer in the army, held an important military
post in the garrison city of Metz, then within the bound-
aries of the Reich, and Frieda had thus grown up in the
military circles of occupied Lorraine. Philip Callow points
out in SON AND LOVER: THE YOUNG LAWRENCE
(London:The Bodley Head, 1975), p.183, that being the
daughter of a German aristocrat “Frieda was automati-
cally a baroness,” but what he means by “she was not an
heiress, which meant that she was unable to marry one of
the dashing young officers who came courting,” is not
clear.

4. Combining intriguing fieldwork with brilliant psychologi-
cal insight, John Worthen writes in “Lawrence and
Eastwood,” in D.HLAWRENCE: CENTENARY ES-
SAYS, ed. Mara Kalnins (Bristol:Bristol Classical Press,
1986), pp.4-5:  “Lawrence was born in Eastwood in 1885, at
what is now 8a Victoria Street. I suspect, but cannot
prove, that he never went further than ten miles from
Eastwood market place until he was seventeen years
old...Finally, in September 1908, he was interviewed for a
teacher’s job on successive days in Stockport (near Man-
chester) and in Croydon; and got the job in Croydon. That
October, he finally left Eastwood. He was just over
twenty-three years old.” It is easy to conclude from this
that Lawrence’s first experience away from the Midlands,
in an unfamiliar outer suburb of London, would be of
crucial significance to his developing personality. The
overall negative aspects of this highly complex period of
his emotional life, the loneliness, the acute despair, the
dissatisfaction over his job, his unsuccessful love affairs,
and the illness and death of his mother, would justify his



5.

6.
7.

desire to escape. See Philip Callow, Ibid., Chapter 8, The
Teacher in London, p.131-163, and Emile Delavenay, D.H.
LAWRENCE, THE MAN AND HIS WORK: THE FOR-
MATIVE YEARS:1885-1919, tr. Katharine Delavenay
(London:William Heinemann,1972), Chapter 4, The
Croydon Years 1908-1912, pp.55-85; hereafter cited as D.H.
LAWRENCE: THE MAN AND HIS WORK.
D.H.Lawrence, “German Impressions” in PHOENIX: THE
POSTHUMOUS PAPERS OF D.H.LAWRENCE, ed.
Edward D. McDonald (Harmondsworth: Penguin,1978 first
published 1936), p.71. All subsequent references are to this
edition, hereafter cited as PHOENIX: THE POSTHU-
MOUS PAPERS.

Ibid., p.71.

The polarity of the symbolism of the sea as essentially
life-giving and the icy mountains representing life-denial
and death derived from the state of Lawrence’s health: his
outright preference of the sea to the mountains owed to
the fact that the sun and the sea had salutary effects on
his “suspected” chronic tuberculosis (in England it was not
until 1911 that doctors were obliged by law to report all
cases of tuberculosis). There was also an irrationnal,
psychological element in that Lawrence found mountains
too overbearing and wrote of them with almost claustro-
phobic aversion: “Bavaria is too humid, too green and lush
and mountains never move—they are always there. They
go all different tones and colors, but still, they are always
there” THE LETTERS OF D.HLLAWRENCE, ed. with an
Introduction by Aldous Huxley (London,William
Heinemann,1932), p.122, hereafter cited as LETTERS. “I
can’t do with mountains at close quarters—they are
always in the way, and they are so stupid, never moving
and never doing anything, but obtrude themselves” (LET
TERS,p.147). In direct contrast to the immobility, the
“mountain darkness” and the cold solitude of the moun-
tain peaks, he marvels over the radiance, warmth, and the
vitality of the seaside: “The Mediterranean is quite won-
derful...I love living by the sea, one gets so used to its
noise, one hears it no more...the ships that pass..are beauti-
ful” (LETTERS,p.169). Emile Delavenay, in D.H.
LAWRENCE: THE MAN AND HIS WORK, pp.181-182,
has focused on this inclination in the early Tyrol sketches
of 1912: “The menacinig Alpine peaks had already made
their deep impression on Lawrence, but a long time was to
pass before he extracted the whole of their symbolic
content, before high mountains and eternal snows became
the scene of a triumphant spirit of death and dissolution. ¢

8.

9.

R.E.Pritchard, in D.HLAWRENCE: BODY OF DARK-
NESS (London:Hutchinson University Press,1971), sees a
definite symbolic content in the psychic landscape: the
descriptions of the Alpine mountains in TWILIGHT IN
ITALY, a work of 1915, “the very quick of cold death,”
“immunity from the flux and warmth of life,”“the radiant
negation of eternity,” are symbolic of the “inhuman
abstraction associated with Gerald and modern civiliza-
tion” (pp.55,103). Perhaps Kingsley Widmer has analyzed
at greatest length the significance of the recurrent icy-
mountain image in THE ART OF PERVERSITY:D.H.
LAWRENCE'S SHORTER FICTIONS (Seattle:University
of Washington Press,1962), pp.8-10. He states: “Perhaps
inherited from the romantics, where it was an image of
defiant withdrawal (as in Byron and Stendhal), it also
represents for Lawrence the icy idealizing and dutiful
conscience of northern Europe and it's Christianity, in
contrast to the warm pagan south.” See also Gerald Ford’s
interpretation of the image of the death-slope in his
DOUBLE MEASURE: A STUDY OF THE NOVELS
AND STORIES OF D.H.LAWRENCE (New York:Norton,
1969), pp.200-201; hereafter DOUBLE MEASURE.
Diether Raff, A HISTORY OF GERMANY FROM THE
MEDIEVAL EMPIRE TO THE PRESENT, tr. Bruce
Little (Oxford:Berg Publishers,1988), Chapter 9, Wilhel-
mine Germany, pp.184-185.
Although Lawrence did not elicit the enthusiastic response
that Nietzsche did in Germany, where the latter was
regarded by many as a messiah, the affinities in their
thinking have been recognized by many scholars. Daniel
J. Schneider, in D.H.LAWRENCE: THE ARTIST AS
PSYCHOLOGIST (Kansas:University Press of Kansas,
1984), affirms that the indebtedness to Nietzsche is “indeed
so profound that to trace all of the parallels in their
thinking would require a book comparable to Delavenay’s
D.HLAWRENCE AND EDWARD CARPENTER’(p.450);
see also Chapter 9, Lawrence’s Psychology, II: Schopen-
hauer and Nietzsche, pp.45-57; hereafter THE ARTIST
AS PSYCHOLOGIST. It is interesting that Gertrude
Himmelfarb, the eminent scholar on the Victorian Age
observes in her MARRIAGE AND MORALS AMONG
THE VICTORIANS AND OTHER ESSAYS (London:I.B.
Tauris and Co.,1989), p.75, that the Englishman who came
closest in temperament to Nietzsche, “most Germanic in
his rhetoric and most demonic in his thought,” was
Thomas Carlyle; see pp.71-72 on why most English intel-
lectuals were so un-Nietzschean: resistant to atheism,



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

nihilism, and “anything that resembled an apocalyptic
mode of thought.”
Emile Delavenay, D.HLAWRENCE: THE MAN AND
HIS WORK, p.299.
Ibid., p.275. Bertrand Russell and E.M.Forster belonged to
Bloomsbury, with which Lawrence had a brief acquain-
tance through Lady Ottoline Morrell; see pp.251-254 for
Lawrence’s encounter and rift with Cambridge and Bloom-
sbury intellectualism. Gertrude Himmelfarb in MAR-
RIAGE AND MORALS AMONG THE VICTORIANS
AND OTHER ESSAYS gives almost the same account
and has cited a letter of 1915 to Edward Garnett in which
Lawrence rejects the entire Bloomsbury,(p.47):
To hear these young people talk really fills me with
black fury: they talk endlessly, but endlessly-and
never, never a good thing said. They are cased each
in a hard little shell of his own and out of this they
talk words. There is never for one second any
outgoing of feeling and no reverence, not a crumb
or gram of reverence. I cannot stand it.
See Gamini Salgado, “Lawrence as Historian,” in THE
SPIRIT OF D.HILAWRENCE: CENTENARY STUDIES,
ed. Gamini Salgado and G.K.Das (London:Macmillan
Press,1988), pp.234-246; hereafter THE SPIRIT OF D.H.
LAWRENCE.
Ronald Gray, “WOMEN IN LOVE and the German Tradi-
tion in Literature,” in D.H.LAWRENCE: THE RAINBOW
AND WOMEN IN LOVE, A SELECTION OF CRITICAL
ESSAYS, pp.188-198.
I do not wish to suggest that the Italian experience was of
lesser significance than the German, but that in his hand-
ling of the ill-defined yet tormenting sense of inadequacy
inherent in the German psyche, and especially in the
German male, Lawrence was working closer to the bone.
Daniel Weiss, in OEDIPUS IN NOTTINGHAM: D.H.
LAWRENCE (Seattle:University of Washington Press,
1962), lends support in his statement: “Gerald Crich is
psychically closer to Lawrence than Birkin...that Gerald is
Lawrence’s practical involvement in the world, and Birkin
merely, perhaps totally, his dialectic personified” (p.103).
W.H.Robson has also suggested in D.H.LAWRENCE AND
WOMEN IN LOVE, in THE MODERN AGE, ed. Boris
Ford(1961), p.296, that Gerald was done “from within,” and
is Lawrence himself “in important ways.” There is also
the fact that although Italy was Lawrence’s spiritual home
for a considerable number of years, this too was not
enduring, as he reveals in a letter of 1921: “Italy has for

15.

16.

some reason gone a little rancid in my mouth”(LETTERS,
p.527).In PORTRAIT OF GENIUS,BUT—, Richard Alding-

ton affirms that by 1928 “the long-beloved Italy was now
distinctly out of favor’(p.313), while on the other hand,
“through all his many changes, waverings and self-
contradictions,” Lawrence was still clinging to Richard
Wagner’s ideas in ARTWORK OF THE FUTURE, and
“nowhere are these essentially Wagnerian theories worked
out more thoroughly by Lawrence than in LADY
CHATTERLY’ S LOVER(p.312).

D.HLAWRENCE, “German Impressions,” in PHOENIX:
THE POSTHUMOUS PAPERS,p.72. By Lawrence’s time,
the officer corps of the German army was composed
predominantly of the middle classes: in 1806, in an officer
corps of over 7,000, only 695 were non-nobles; an order of
1808 opened the officer corps to the middle classes and in
1865, of 8, 169 officers, 4,172 were nobles; in 1913, 70% of
the officer corps as a whole, and 75% of the lieutenants
alone, were bourgeois, while the percentage of noble
generals and colonels had dropped from 80% to 52%.
Statistics from Gordon A. Craig, THE POLITICS OF
THE PRUSSIAN ARMY, 1640-1945(0xford:Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1955), pp.17, 233-235.

D.H.Lawrence, TWILIGHT IN ITALY in D.HLAWREN-
CE AND ITALY, Introduction by Anthony Burgess (New
York:Viking Press,1985), p.127. The observation on the
gulf between officers and soldiers in the German army,
which Lawrence finds non-existant in the Swiss army is
accurate. Lawrence’s dislike of German officers, aristo-
cratic or non-aristocratic, could not ignore the fact that
the elitist spirit of the officer corps had undergone little
change from the days when the nobility had an absolute
monopoly of commissions in the high ranks of the army.
In THE POLITICS OF THE PRUSSIAN ARMY, 1640-
1945, Gordon Craig says that it was the wealthier sections
of the middle class that entered the officer corps, and they
not only accepted its feudal philosophy, but maintained its
conservative spirit: “The wealthy sons of bourgeois fam-
ilies exaggerated the modes of thought, the manners, and
even the vices of their aristocratic brothers-in-arms. The
new officer tended to cultivate, in all his public dealings,
what he considered to be a proper aristocratic arrogance”
(pp.237-238). What drove the wedge deeper between offi-
cers and soldiers was the fact that the prestige associated
with being an officer also remained intact. Emilio Wil-
lems, in A WAY OF LIFE AND DEATH; THREE CEN-
TURIES OF PRUSSIAN-GERMAN MILITARISM (Na-
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18.

19.
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21.

22.
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24.

shville:-Vanderbilt University Press,1986) states that
although the traditional privilege of the Junkers gave
way, “The German officer corps retained its privileged
status as a self-recruiting body...and derived its power
from close association with the monarch and ultra-
conservative nobility”(p.206), and this triple alliance
between monarch, officer corps, and Junker nobility
explains “the extraordinary stability of which ought to be
considered the prime determinant of the longevity of
Prussian militarism”(p.23).

D.H.Lawrence, KANGAROO(Harmondsworth:Penguin,
1981),p.237.

According to Emilio Willems, another reason for Britain’s
anti-militarism was its insularity. He does not fail to
mention, however, the basic contradiction that this “domes-
tic” antimilitarism was inconsistent with Britain’s imperi-
alism and the means it used to become a world power.
See A WAY OF LIFE AND DEATH: THREE CEN-
TURIES OF PRUSSIAN—GERMAN MILITARISM, p.
156-159.

Richard Aldington, PORTRAIT OF A GENIUS, BUT, p.
157.

The Germany that Lawrence saw was not any different
from Britain in terms of industrialization and urbaniza-
tion. Germany had become the leading industrial and
economic power of Europe and its economy the second
largest in the world after the United States; a result of
this was rapid urbanization with especially huge industrial
centers along the Ruhr and of a population of 50 million in
1900, 54% lived in industrial cities. Diether Raff, A HIS-
TORY OF GERMANY FROM THE MEDIEVAL
EMPIRE TO THE PRESENT, pp.177-178.

Ibid., p.61. Hegel wrote of the state: “Only through the
state does man’ s existence become reasonable. Man owes
all that he is to the state and in this is his essence. Man
derives his value and spiritual reality from the state...” As
cited in Joseph Boesch, WELTGESCHICHTE (Zurich,
Stuttgart.1966), vol.IV,p.126.

D.H.Lawrence, “Daughters of the Vicar” in the collection
THE PRUSSIAN OFFICER AND OTHER STORIES
(Harmondsworth,Penguin, 1975), p.80.

Kingsley Widmer, THE ART OF PERVERSITY: D.H.
LAWRENCE'S SHORTER FICTIONS, p.20.

Mark Spilka, in THE LOVE ETHIC OF D.H.LAWREN-
CE (Bloomington:Indiana University Press,1955), p.5, thus
defines what Lawrence means by “passionate struggle into
conscious being.”
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31.

George A. Panichas, “D.H.Lawrence: the Hero-Poet as
Letter Writer” in THE SPIRIT OF D.H.LAWRENCE, p.
263.

Keith May, NIETZSCHE AND MODERN LITERATURE
(London:Macmillan Press,1988), p.111.

Daniel J.Schneider shares this view. In his discussion on
problems of characterization in Lawrence’s fiction in THE
ARTIST AS PSYCHOLOGIST, pp.93-96, he provides valu-
able guidelines for pinpointing heroism or the lack of
heroism in Lawrentian characters: (a) Serving Lawrence’s
didactic purposes, his characters are allegorical types
exhibiting moral imbalance and only a few achieve moral
excellence; as exemplifications of his psychology, they are
divided. (b) The fundamental opposition is between devel-
oped and undeveloped characters. (c) Weaknesses and
imperfections in his heroes arise from Lawrence’s honest
naturalism which is “unwilling to ignore the divisions
within the psyche and to eliminate evidence of ugliness
and perversity in his characters.” (d) The deepest source of
motivation is the character’s desire to achieve integral
being and the most intense psychic and moral suffering
arises from the frustration of that desire.

FB.Pinion, “The Extension of Metaphor to Scene and
Action, Chiefly in Lawrence’s Early Novels” in THE
SPIRIT OF D.HLAWRENCE, p.41.

John Beer, in “Lawrence’s Counter-Romanticism” in THE
SPIRIT OF D.HILAWRENCE, writes: “For Lawrence, it
was not just the display of energy as such that marked the
operation of life; certain qualities in that display were to
be seen as essential. To express this connection he devised
a particular dialect...(p.64). The negative implication of
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the words “quick,” “intent,” with “animality,” is clear

when we compare the description of the male Italian
servant in the same scene from THE RAINBOW: “The
face of the Italian flashed with a non-comprehending
smile...He did not understand: he would understand noth-
ing: he disappeared from the door like a half-domesticated
wild animal. It made Ursula shudder slightly, the quick,
sharp-sighted, intent animality of the man” (p.473).

Emile Delavenay, D.HLAWRENCE, THE MAN AND
HIS WORK, p.184.

D.H.Lawrence, FANTASIA OF THE UNCONSCIOUS
AND PSYCHOANALYSIS OF THE UNCONSCIOUS
(Harmondsworth:Penguin,1981), pp.215,133. Perhaps one of
the most lucid interpretations so far of the meaning of
Lawrence’s unconscious is Mara Kalnins' “Symbolic See-
ing: Lawrence and Heraclitus” in D.HLAWRENCE: CEN-
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33.

34.

35.

36.

TENARY ESSAYS, ed. Mara Kalnins.

Inadvertently or not, Lawrence is storming the most hal-
lowed of Prussian virtues—for the officer there could be
no other value higher than service to the army. Gordon
Craig, in THE POLITICS OF THE PRUSSIAN ARMY,
1640-1945, p.16, cites Marwitzs famous description of the
officer corps of Frederick II which served as a model for
subsequent generations:“ ...the renunciation of all personal
advantage, of all gain, of all comfort—Yes! of all desire if
only honour remains! On the other hand, every sacrifice
for this, for their King, for their fatherland, for the honour
of Prussian weapons! In their hearts, duty and loyalty; for
their own lives no concern!” AUS DEM NACHLASSE
FRIEDRICH AUGUST LUDWIGS VON DER MARWITZ
(Berlin,1852), 1.307. Accordingly, Todesverachtung (con-
tempt of death) became the supreme virtue of the officer.
See Emilio Willems, A WAY OF LIFE AND DEATH:
THREE CENTURIES OF PRUSSIAN-GERMAN MILI-
TARISM, p.22.

Here again Lawrence was a keen observer of social real-
ities and undoubtedly aware that gambling was a serious
problem among the officer corps. Philip Callow has
mentioned that Frieda’s father was known to have gam-
bling debts; and Hauptmann in “The Prussian Officer”
having “made too many gambling debts when he was
young, he had ruined his prospects in the army, and
remained an infantry captain” (p.238).

Perhaps more than the sociological factor these qualities
would fall somewhere under the range of the female
principles in the table of classification that H.M.Daleski
has provided in THE FORKED FLAME: A STUDY OF D.
H.LAWRENCE (Madison:The University of Wisconsin
Press,1987), page 30. The important points of the male-
female duality which Professor Daleski has underlined
are: a) Lawrence’s fundamental identification with the
female principle b) his stress is on the value of the female
¢ his lifelong battle against the male principle, the
abstraction, idealism, and what he called, generically, “the
mental consciousness” (p.35).

Daniel J.Schneider, THE ARTIST AS PSYCHOLOGIST,
p.125. It is significant that this description refers to Sieg-
mund in THE TRESPASSER, an early novel of 1911, who
throws off “the dead mechanical nullity of his old life”
after having been completed by Helena’s love.

Friedrich Nietzsche, THUS SPOKE ZARATHUSTRA in
THE PORTABLE NIETZSCHE, ed. Walter Kaufmann
(New York:Viking Press,1964), p.199.
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39.
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41.

42.
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D.H.Lawrence, “The Reality of Peace,” PHOENIX:THE
POSTHUMOUS PAPERS, p.676.

The controversy, if one exists, over the character Skreben-
sky, centers around the validity or the implausibility of his
personal nullity. S.L.Goldberg in “THE RAINBOW:
Fiddle-Bow and Sand” in D.HLAWRENCE: THE RAIN-
BOW AND WOMEN IN LOVE, A SELECTION OF
CRITICAL ESSAYS, p.129, argues that Skrebensky is
“little more than an illustrative collection of attitudes; he
is certainly not realised fully enough to bear the weight of
implication Lawrence tries to erect upon him.” Daniel J.
Schneider in THE ARTIST AS PSYCHOLOGIST writes
that “Lawrence provides virtually no background of vital
experience for Skrebensky,” and “although Skrebensky
acts consistently as a man who has no faith and no inner
self, it is difficult to accept that he would inevitably
choose the African way of sensation in his reunion with
Ursula” (p.95). I am inclined to agree with FR.Leavis’
antipodal opinion which sees Skrebensky’s case as a
matter of “explicit analysis” implying thereby that the
reader is thoroughly convinced: “The relation between
Skrebensky’s inadequacy as a lover and what may be
called his ‘public spirit’ his good-citizen acceptance of the
social function as the ultimate meaning of life, has been
fully done—bodied forth, one might say.” D.H.LAWREN-
CE:NOVELIST,p.166.

“The Prussian Officer” may have been based on a real-life
incident, that of a sensational trial in Austria of a captain
who had kicked his orderly to death and had been acquit-
ted in 1912. See Emile Delavenay, D.HLAWRENCE:THE
MAN AND HIS WORK, p.196. Daniel Weiss, in OEDIPUS
IN NOTTINGHAM, pg. 69, has also pointed out: “..sev-
eral notorious instances of brutality had aroused indigna-
tion throughout the Reich...and rumours about the overt
and suppressed homosexuality in the Prussian army were
prevalent at the time.”

Gerald H.Ford, DOUBLE MEASURE, p.75.

Keith Cushman, D.HLAWRENCE AT WORK: THE
EMERGENCE OF THE PRUSSIAN OFFICER STORIES
(Charlottesville : The University Press of Virginia, 1978), p.
168.

Daniel A.Weiss, OEDIPUS IN NOTTINGHAM, p.72.
Gerald H.Ford, DOUBLE MEASURE, pp.75-76.
FR.Leavis, D.HLAWRENCE, NOVELIST (Harmond-
sworth:Penguin,1981), p.297.

For a more accurate definition of Prussianism see Hans
Rosenberg in “The Bureaucratic Class and the Military
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47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

State” in FREDERICK THE GREAT AND THE MAK-
ING OF PRUSSIA, ed. Thomas M.Barker (Huntington:
Krieger Publishing Co.,1976), pp.82-83, excerpt from
BUREAUCRACY, ARISTOCRACY AND AUTOCRACY:
THE PRUSSIAN EXPERIENCE, 1660-1815 (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press,1958). He describes the essence
of Prussianism as a sociopolitical phenomenon rooted in
Frederick the Great’s aristocratic-militarist policy of not
only sustaining the nobility, but also of indoctrinating
them to embrace the “Prussian Spirit”: the nobility were
ideal servants of his state and possessed superior,
ingrained qualities which justified their privileges; born to
lead a “heroic” life, they cultivated a longing for glory
and the martial virtues; they identified themselves with
the monarchical state and adhered to a habitual sense of
obligation and an exalted conception of their dignity,
rank, and mission. See also Gerhard Schilfert in “Junker
Militarism: An East German View,” in FREDERICK THE
GREAT AND THE MAKING OF PRUSSIA, pp.93-99, for
the effects of Junker rule on the “oppressed classes.
Lawrence evokes this gulf in the tensions between aristo-
cratic officer and peasant soldier.

Moreover Emile Delavenay writes of rumours circulating
at the time, “of possible police intervention to stop the
sale of THE PRUSSIAN OFFICER.” The themes of
homosexuality and of an orderly killing his captain were
obviously not good for army morale and “may have been
considered potentially harmful in time of war,” p.232, D.H.
LAWRENCE:THE MAN HIS WORK.

Keith Cushman, D.HLAWRENCE AT WORK: THE
EMERGENCE OF THE PRUSSIAN OFFICER STORIES,
p.183.

This corresponds roughly to what R.E.Pritchard calls “the
dark body of life, the impersonal true being, the non-
human source of life...The reality and power of what is
suppressed by conscious living...” in D.H.LAWRENCE:
BODY OF DARKNESS, p.64.

Daniel Weiss, OEDIPUS IN NOTTINGHAM: D.H.
LAWRENCE, pp.69-97. R.E.Pritchard, Ibid., p.64, seems to
share this view when he observes that “the officer displays
a perversity that includes the homosexual,” and that the
officer’s physical assault is “a displaced sexual assault.”
D.H.Lawrence, “The Lovely Lady” in the collection LOVE
AMONG THE HAYSTACKS (Harmondsworth:Penguin,
1974), p.67.

Emile Delavenay, D.HLAWRENCE: THE MAN AND
HIS WORK; p523.
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